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Editorial Notes 
Welcome to the sixth edition of the Journal of Orange History. To say that the past 18 months have 
been an extraordinary time, would be an understatement. The  Worldwide pandemic has had a 
dramatic and often tragic impact on the lives of many communities and families across the Globe. 
Circumstances have necessitated new priorities, and how we live our lives may have changed forever. 
From the outset, the team behind the Journal would like to offer their sincere condolences to all our 
patrons, readers and supporters who have lost loved ones during this extraordinary period in our 
history.  

Like many aspects of society, the heritage sector suffered during the past 18 months. Museums, 
libraries, and archives were forced to close, and are only now tentatively moving towards aspects of 
a ‘new normal’.  The restrictions imposed by the pandemic necessitated an assessment of how we, as 
a museum, engaged with the community. Almost immediately an online offering was planned and 
implemented. Such initiatives will continue and form part of a blended approach to heritage 
promotion and education through the museum.  

Despite difficulties, the Museum did open a flagship exhibition celebrating the first century of 
Northern Ireland. Through 100 Images; 100 Stories, we allowed the visitor to explore the history of 
Northern Ireland, with a particular focus on the achievements of our people.  

The easing of restrictions has allowed us to present visitors with two new exhibitions. A Resolute 
People, the Story of Southern Orangeism, provides visitors with a glimpse into the experience of the 
Orange Family, in what would become the Irish Free State following Partition. Secondly, we have 
marked the Platinum Jubilee with an exhibition exploring the life of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, 
and her links with Northern Ireland.  

As Friends of the Museum, we would ask that you encourage as many as possible to visit these 
exhibitions. Thanks to the generosity of the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland, the Museum is now FREE 
to visit and explore, reflecting their continuing commitment to preserve, conserve and promote 
Orange Heritage to a wider audience.  

This latest edition is in a special online format, reflecting the changed circumstance in which we now 
live and operate. We hope that you enjoy the articles contained within and are inspired to learn 
more.  

Dr. Jonathan Mattison, Curator, Museum of Orange Heritage      

Journal Editing Team: Sarah Cameron and Jonathan Mattison 
 

The Journal of Orange History is indebted to the Friends of Schomberg House 
museum support group for sponsoring this third edition of the Journal. Their 

support is greatly appreciated.  

 

Your support of the Friends of Schomberg House would also be appreciated. To 
become a member or learn more about their activities and events please email us 

at info@goli.org.uk or keep in touch through the Museum of Orange Heritage 
website: www.orangeheritage.com. 



 
 

 



 
 

Chairman’s Remarks  

Welcome to the 2020/21 edition of the Journal of Orange History. Due to the pandemic the 
Journal has been published digitally and is available free online. I hope you find it a useful 
resource. 
 
Contained within the Journal are five articles. Helen Johnston M.A. looks at Sisterhood and 
the Woman’s Orange Association, of which there was an exhibition on in the Museum of 
Orange Heritage at Schomberg House. This piece offers an insightful view of the Association 
of Loyal Orangewomen in Ireland as well as in the rest of the United Kingdom.   
 
I look at the crucial role of the Ulster Special Constabulary (USC) in the early foundation of 
Northern Ireland. It was a tense and costly period, in terms of life lost as well as financially (in 
paying for security). The period witnessed sectarian tenses on the streets of Belfast coupled 
with the murder of members of the Royal Irish Constabulary and USC by members of the Irish 
Republican Army. 
 
Dr Jonathan Mattison, in an insightful article, looks at a century of Northern Ireland from birth 
to present day. What stands out in his piece is the wealth of experience that was reflected in 
the NI Cabinet, which included people like Basil Brooke (later to be known as Lord 
Brookeborough) who had experience and knowledge of agriculture, having owned land in 
County Fermanagh. 
 
In a further article I look at the foundation of Northern Ireland from a political perspective, 
covering the Government of Ireland Act 1920, which was borne out of the work of the Long 
Committee. Home rule was something Unionists had argued against for the best part of a 
quarter of a century, yet they were to accept it as a compromise as well as seeing it as a means 
of securing their position through distrust of London in conducting Irish affairs. 
 
Kieran Doyle, a teacher from Co. Cork, who spoke at the Annual Cecil Kilpatrick Memorial 
Lecture, hosted by the Friends of Schomberg House in late 2021, has provided an article on 
Orangeism in Bandon, Co. Cork. He charts the history of Orangeism in Bandon from the 
‘Glorious Revolution’ to the early 1900’s when Bandon came to be a broadly Nationalist town 
and Orangeism was confined to being a minority. 
 
I trust that you enjoy the Journal. 
Yours faithfully, 
 

Dr Andrew Charles 
Chairman 
Friends of Schomberg House 
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In the Name of the Sisterhood, A brief History of Women’s 
Orangeism in Ireland 

 

By Helen Johnston MA 
 
This exhibition, developed in early 2020, traces the history of the Association of Loyal 

Orangewomen of Ireland, and of the Women’s Orange Associations around the world. 

The history of Women’s Orangeism goes back to before the formal creation of the first 

Women’s Lodge in 1800 and the Women’s Orange Associations around the world have a 

shared history spanning more than 200 years.  There are Women’s Orange Lodges in nine 

jurisdictions across the globe, and in Ireland, where the movement originated, there are 

currently 90 women’s lodges. 

 

First Ladies Association in Ireland – 1800 

 

The Orange Order formed in 1795 in Loughgall, and, within a few years, women had formed 

their own Association.  The evidence for these early women’s lodges is a Warrant in the 

collection of the Museum of Orange Heritage which was issued in May 1801 for a lodge to 

operate in Bray in County Wicklow.  The Warrant was No 8, and was issued to Mrs Letitia 

Saunders by Ann Smith, Mistress of the Female Orange Lodge, which was at Cuffe Street in 

Dublin.  Interestingly the Secretary of this Organisation was a man, Thomas Woodburn.  This 

situation seems to have continued into the English Women’s Lodges, as the 1886 Grand Orange 

Lodge of England report book records that “for Female Lodges to be compelled to have two 

male officers was a cause of dissatisfaction.”  It was resolved that they should only have “a 

Male Conductor if thought desirable.” 

The warrant is a handwritten document covering three sides of a folio and is woven through 

the front with a blue and a gold silk ribbon held in place at the top and bottom with red wax 

seals.  This was a common decorative motif on warrants and certificates at the time.  The wax 

has been damaged and most of it is missing, making it impossible to tell what seal was used. 

The manuscript itself is damaged along creases where is has been folded.  It has been repaired 

with Japanese paper, but there are small areas missing. 

The content of the document includes the Warrant, the Oath, Rules, and the Opening and 

Closing Prayer.  The variations between these and The Rules and Regulations for the use of all 

Orange Societies, which was adopted and published by the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland in 
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1800, illustrate that, while the Female Orange Lodges were modelled on the Grand Orange 

Lodge of Ireland, they were a separate organisation, with their own structures and rules.   

Regrettably, this is the only insight into the female lodges that we have.  A newspaper report 

from 1928 refers to a warrant dated 1803, but there is no further confirmed evidence of these 

early Female Lodges.  We have no indication of how long they operated, but by 1835, they are 

gone.   

In the Parliamentary Enquiry by the Select Committee on Orange Lodges, Associations or 

Societies in Ireland in 1835, there are no female lodges listed and no mention of them in the 

evidence presented.  Women are recorded as taking part in parades with men’s lodges, but there 

seems to be no further attempt in Ireland to maintain an organised front until 1887. 

There is no doubt that, even without an Association to call their own, many Protestant women 

of Ireland were keen Orangewomen, and are often referred to as such in speeches and 

newspaper reports.  Saunders News Letter of 1 December 1928 reports on a Dublin court case 

in which Bridget Murphy describes herself as “an Orangewoman and a Brunswicker since I 

was born.”  Another article in the Warder and Dublin Weekly Mail, 10 November 1838 reports 

on attacks on a party of “highly respectable Protestant females” who were told by their 

attackers, “you are Orangewomen and bigots to your religion.” 

While female Orange Lodges had faltered in Ireland, in England they were well under way.  

As they are not recorded in the Select Committee Report into Orange Lodges in Ireland, 1835, 

it can be assumed that there were no female lodges in England by this date.  By 1850 24 female 

warrants had been issued by the Grand Protestant Association of Loyal Orangemen to lodges 

in England and Wales, although not all of them were working.  These female lodges operated 

under the same organisation as the male lodges. 

 

Early Ladies Association - 1887 

In 1887 a Ladies Orange Association was established in Ireland by Mrs Helena Saunderson, 

wife of Col. Edward Saunderson MP.  She had been working towards this for some time, and 

the previous year had founded WLOL No. 12 under the jurisdiction of the Grand Orange Lodge 

of England.   

The establishment of Salisbury WLOL No. 12 in London was crucial to the second emergence 

of the Women’s Orange movement in Ireland.  Newspaper reports at the time gave some insight 

into the rationale behind its formation.  The Belfast Weekly News of 12 June 1886 reported that, 

although this was the first female lodge in London, there had been female lodges operating in 
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England for some time, and that “the success which has attended these lodges, and the great 

influence they have been known to exert in matters social and political, have impressed those 

having high authority in the Order of the advisability of extending the movement to Ireland.” 

The hope was that the women from Ireland who were initiated would act as “the first band of 

evangelists of the new Order” which, it was expected, would take firm root in Ireland.  It was 

noted that eighteen “ladies of title and position” were included, with another meeting to be held 

for the “large number of ladies who have signified their wish to become members of this 

association.” Members initiated into this lodge included the Countess of Castlestewart, Lady 

Mary Stuart, Lady Fanny Fitzwygram, and Lady Randolph Churchill.  It was suggested that 

this organisation called itself The Orange Lily League, which was an obvious reference to the 

Primrose League, but this suggestion was not taken up. 

They wasted little time, and, at its December 1886 meeting, the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland 

passed a resolution to the effect that “the following committee be appointed to report to the 

Grand Lodge, in June next as to the best course to be pursued, and Laws and Ordnances to be 

adopted by a Women’s Association in Ireland”; the committee was headed by Col E 

Saunderson. 

This was not raised again until December 1887, when the Grand Lodge report noted that “The 

Laws and Ordinances for the formation of a Woman’s Orange Association having been 

presented, it was … resolved that we approve of the Laws and Ordinances of the Women’s 

Orange Association, now presented, and sanction the formation of a Grand Lodge in connection 

therewith.” 

The Laws and Ordnances of the Association of Loyal Orangewomen of Ireland was published 

in 1888, and the Ritual of Introduction was published in 1889. 

The first lodge under this Association was formed in Belturbet with Mrs Saunderson as 

Worshipful Mistress.  The warrant was granted on 13 September 1888 and was signed by 

Helena E Saunderson, Grand Mistress.  Also, at around this time, two other lodges were formed 

in County Cavan, No. 5 at Greenville under Mrs Clifford of Clifford House, and No. 8 at 

Bawnboy under Mrs Johnstone.  It was also reported in 1887 that a Ladies lodge had been 

established at Newtownbutler. 

Ladies Lodges participated in parades, as reported by the Belfast Weekly News, 18 July 1896: 

“The Ladies' Loyal Orange Women's Association were represented in the parade, including 

Belturbet No. I (Honourable Mrs. Saunderson Worshipful Mistress), and No. 8. Bawnboy (Mrs, 

Johnstone Worshipful Mistress). The young ladies sported the loyal colours with souvenir 

brooch attached.” 
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Although there are few records and little is known about the demise of this earlier iteration of 

the Ladies Association, there is evidence that it was still in existence in the early 1900s.  A 

report in the Belfast Weekly News of 21 July 1904 records that “the Ladies Loyal Orange 

Association No. 8, Bawnboy, and No. 10 L.O.L., New York, were also represented.” Again in 

1905 the presence of the Bawnboy Ladies LOL No. 8 is recorded at the Twelfth 

demonstrations, but in 1906 the lodge is not mentioned.  Mrs Mary Johnstone, Worshipful 

Mistress of Bawnboy WLOL No. 8, was the same woman who revived the Ladies Orange 

Association in 1912.                

In England, women’s lodges were more commonly the domain of the working class and genteel 

middle classes.  In Ireland in the late 1880s and 1890s it was driven by women of influence in 

the upper classes and perhaps this is what doomed it to failure.  The shadow of Home Rule in 

Ireland had channelled efforts into this organisation which, it was hoped, would be able to exert 

some influence and focus Protestant women in the fight against Home Rule.  At the first 

meeting of the Salisbury WLOL No. 12 in July 1886, it was unanimously resolved to appeal to 

all loyal women in England, Scotland, and Ireland to “use their influence” to return 

representatives to the House of Commons who would maintain the Union of Ireland with Great 

Britain and the integrity of the British Empire, irrespective of Party. 

At a presentation in 1929, Mr R H Johnston, husband of the late Mrs Mary Johnston, suggested 

that the failure of this fledgling organisation had been “owing to the concentration of political 

effort along other lines.”  With the failure of the first and second Home Rule Bills, some of the 

momentum was lost and it would take the looming threat of a third Home Rule Bill combined 

with outrage at the aftermath of the Ne Temere decree in 1908 to galvanise the women to 

reinvigorate their Orange Association. 

 

The Revival - 1911 

In the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland Report for December 1911, it was recorded that:  

The Women's Orange Association, which was formed in December 1887, having 
been for some years dormant, and several applications for warrants having been 
received, permission was given to Mrs. R. H. Johnstone, Bawnboy House, Co. 
Cavan, to revive the Association and issue warrants. 

 

This was followed up by a report in June the following year recording that “the Association of 

Loyal Orangewomen of Ireland had been revived and a number of Warrants issued in 
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connection therewith, at a meeting held in the Grand Orange Hall, Dublin, on 13th February 

last.” 

 
The Pomeroy Anomoly 
 

Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland had been petitioned to grant charters for Ladies Lodges by 

early 1911, and it was originally anticipated that the outcome would be announced at the Grand 

Lodge meeting in June 1911. In anticipation of a positive outcome, a Ladies Orange Lodge 

was formed in Pomeroy on 27 January 1911.  It was inaugurated by Miss A L Boyd of Victoria 

Ladies Lodge No 115, Philadelphia, and hopes were expressed that it would be issued with 

Warrant No. 1 when Grand Lodge approved the revival of the Ladies Association. 

Grand Lodge did not announce their decision until December that year.  When the Ladies’ 

Association first met on 13 February 1912 to issue Warrants, no Warrants were issued to 

Pomeroy.  There is no further record of this Ladies Orange Lodge in Pomeroy after June 1911. 

 
Reasons Behind the Revival 
 

The revival of the Association of Loyal Orangewomen of Ireland came at a time of significant 

political turmoil, and changes which would directly affect the Protestant community, especially 

women.  The campaign against Home Rule was a rallying point for those opposed to the 

proposition of Home Rule for Ireland, women were making their voices heard through the 

Ulster Women’s Unionist Council, formed in 1911, and, in 1912, with the inclusion of the 

Women’s Declaration in the Ulster Covenant. 

Mrs Johnstone, as Grand Mistress, wrote to Edward Carson making the position of the 

Association clear and urging, “the British government not to endanger the safety of our Empire 

by enforcing Home Rule, contrary to the solemn pledges given to thousands of our menfolk 

who joined the colours at the outbreak of war ...” (PRONI D1507/A/27/11) 

Perhaps more significant was the introduction of the Ne Temere decree by Pope Pius X.  

Although this had come into effect in April 1908, it was a case in Belfast in 1910 which 

outraged public opinion.  Known as the Belfast Marriage Case, this was the story of Agnes 

McCann, a Presbyterian woman, her husband, and their two children.  Mr and Mrs McCann 

were married in a Presbyterian Church in County Antrim in May 1908 and by August 1910 

had two children.  Following the reported interference by a priest, Agnes was told that they had 

to be remarried in a Roman Catholic Church and the children brought up in that faith.  When 
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she refused, her husband left, taking the children, and she never saw them again.  A 

representative of the Roman Catholic Church at the time stated that “The marriage ceremony 

in the Presbyterian Church was wholly invalid. McCann was conscientiously bound to separate 

from the Presbyterian woman unless she consented to a revalidation of the marriage, and he is 

under the gravest obligation to see that his children are baptized and brought up Catholics.” 

Mrs Allen of Lurgan (later Lady Allen), one of the founder members of the revived Women’s 

Orange Association expressed the concerns of Protestant women in Ireland in the face of Home 

Rule when she said, “If under existing British laws an act could be committed such as had taken 

place recently in Belfast what hope was there for the sanctity of their homes when Ireland 

would be under the heel of a foreign priest?” 

Mary Johnstone of Bawnboy was keen to revive the Ladies Orange Association to discourage 

mixed marriages. 

 
Development in the Early Years of the Revival 
 

The women involved building the Association in the early years of its revival were often from 

families with strong Orange and Unionist credentials.  The names of many of the women who 

pushed the movement forward were familiar in social circles of the time and they often married, 

or were already married to, men who were similarly positioned in the Orange Order. 

Some of the high-profile women who were instrumental in reviving the Association and 

advancing its cause were: 

Mary Johnstone of Bawnboy, Co. Cavan, was Worshipful Mistress of WLOL No 8 from 1887 

until the Association lapsed in the early 1900s.   The Belfast Marriage Case in 1910 made her 

determined to revive the Association in order to discourage mixed marriages.  In 1912 Mrs 

Johnstone became Grand Mistress of the newly revived Association.  Her Orange credentials 

were strong; she owned the land on which the Battle of Aughrim was fought, and her husband 

was County Grand Master of Co. Cavan. 

Annie Bridgett was Worshipful Mistress of Ladies First LOL No. 1, Sandy Row, Belfast, and 

Senior Deputy Grand Mistress of Ireland.  She was a prominent member of several societies, 

including the Independent Order of Rechabites and the Independent Order of Good Templers, 

as a supporter of total abstinence.  She was also a keen Unionist and supporter of the South 

Belfast Women’s Unionist Association, and an enthusiastic fundraiser for Orange charities. 

Her husband, William Bridgett, was a famous banner painter and a Committee Member in 

Belfast County Grand Lodge. 
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Leah Garrett was born Caroline Louisa Garratt in Holywood, Co Down and was a member 

of a strongly Orange family.  Miss Garratt was a prominent golfer and Honorary Secretary of 

the Irish Ladies Golfing Union.  She was Worshipful Mistress of WLOL No. 4 in Holywood, 

and first Grand Secretary of the Association, before becoming Grand Mistress in 1923.  At a 

presentation to Miss Garratt in 1935, Sir Joseph Davidson said that “Sister Miss Garratt had 

guided the Grand Lodge wisely and well, and their Association had made remarkable progress 

through her organising ability, tact and common sense.” (BT 28 Nov 1935, pg 9).  Two of her 

sisters married prominent Orangemen, T V P McCammon and A P Jenkins. 

Margaret Drennan was a member of WLOL No. 1, the lodge in which her mother, Annie 

Bridgett, was first Worshipful Mistress.  In 1918, Margaret helped to establish South Belfast 

WLOL No. 17, and was first Worshipful Mistress of the lodge, although in later years she 

transferred to WLOL No. 181.  Prior to her election as Grand Mistress of Ireland, Mrs Drennan 

had held the office of Deputy Grand Mistress and, since its inception in 1921, she had been the 

Worshipful District Mistress of Sandy Row District No. 1 in Belfast.  Mrs Drennan was the 

longest serving Grand Mistress and under her tenure the Association reached its peak 

membership of c. 8,500.  She died in 1987 at the age of 101. 

Jane Hume was the Worshipful Mistress of WLOL No. 2 and founder of Pottinger WLOL No 

22 in 1919.  She held the office of Worshipful District Mistress of Belfast No. 2 District from 

its in inception in 1921 until a few years before her death in 1943.  She was also Belfast County 

Grand Mistress and Senior Deputy Grand Mistress of Ireland.  Her father had been District 

Master of Belfast No. 6 District and a plaque was unveiled to her memory in Ballymacarrett 

Orange Hall in 1944. 

Marion Arnold Keith held the offices of first Worshipful Mistress of WLOL No. 5, Ahoghill, 

Worshipful District Mistress of Antrim District No. 1, County Grand Mistress of County 

Antrim, and Senior Deputy Grand Mistress.  Born in New York, she had come to Ballymena 

in 1900 due to her health and was staying with an aunt.  She married John Keith, later County 

Grand Master of County Antrim and they lived at Grace Hill in Ahoghill.  She was proud to 

tell people that she was the first woman to have been initiated into the first Women’s LOL in 

1912.  She also owned a cameo brooch bearing the portrait of John Arnold, a direct ancestor 

who landed with King William III at Carrickfergus. 

Mrs Collins of Kingstown, Dublin was first Worshipful Mistress of the J R Fowler Memorial 

WLOL No. 3, formed in Dublin in 1912 and Deputy Grand Mistress of Ireland. 
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Mrs Moutray of Fort Singleton, Co Monaghan, and Auburn, Malahide, spoke at the opening 

of a fund-raising bazaar in Caledon.  She said that she herself was a member of one of the few 

Orange Lodges in existence and called for more young women to join the order. 

Maria Allen (later Lady Allen) was involved in the formation of the revived association and 

later one of the founders of the first Women’s Lodge in Co Armagh.  She was Worshipful 

District Mistress of Lurgan District, and County Grand Mistress of County Armagh. An active 

worker in the Unionist cause, she was a founder of the Ulster Women’s Unionist Council and 

President of the Lurgan Branch.   Lady Allen’s husband was County Grand Master of County 

Armagh and Imperial Grand Master of the Royal Black Institution.  

The Association was slow to take off.  Although lodges were large in terms of membership, 

the number of warrants issued in the first years was small and, with the exception of two Dublin 

lodges, were concentrated in Belfast, Antrim and North Down.   

 

No of warrants issued in the first 7 years 

Year Issued No. of Warrants issued that 
year 

1912 4 

1913 2 

1914 4 

1915 2 

1916 1 

1917 2 

1918 5 

 

A push towards the end of the war to increase the influence of the Women’s Association saw 

the use of tactics which had been useful in the 1887 incarnation: the attempt to encourage ladies 

of title and position to join.  A letter written by Dawson Bates of the Ulster Unionist Council 

to Lady Londonderry in June 1918 explained this: “There is a feeling among a great many 

women that they would like you to interest yourself in the Orangewomen. A great many lodges 

have been formed, and a scheme is on foot to approach you with the view of you taking office. 

I think the Orangewomen's movement is a first-rate one. It will have the effect of getting a great 

many of the working women and others into the local associations and getting them to take an 

interest in parliamentary matters.” (PRONI D2846/1/8/70) 
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The same tactic is seen in May 1920 with the establishment of St Stephen’s WLOL No. 133 in 

London, in an echo of the 1886 lodge formed in Belgravia by Mrs Saunderson.  WLOL No. 

133 was founded by Jean Victor Bates, and among the dignitaries included in its membership 

are Lady Carson, who was Worshipful Mistress and the Duchess of Abercorn, Deputy Mistress.   

1920 sees a greater geographical spread, with the first women’s lodges opening in Londonderry 

and Co Armagh. 

The passing of the Government of Ireland Act in 1920 and the threat of the looming Partition 

seems to have had an effect too. At a meeting on 29 January 1921 at Sandy Row Orange Hall, 

Leah Garrett, Worshipful District Mistress, reported that the Association now had 60 lodges 

and over 5000 members.  That was an increase of 40 lodges (or 200%) over the previous two 

years.  At the same meeting Miss Garrett dissolved District No. 1, which at that time was 

Belfast District, as, due to the increase in number of lodges, it was necessary to divide Belfast 

into four Districts. (Belfast News-Letter, 1 February 1921, pg. 6) 

Later in 1921, at the opening of the first Woman’s Orange Lodge in Lisburn, Miss Garrett said 

that there were now 12 Districts and explained that 3 lodges were needed to form a District.  

New Districts had recently been formed in Dublin, Londonderry, Co Down, and Co Antrim. 

The movement picked up momentum, and when Margaret Drennan took over the role of Grand 

Mistress in 1934, there were 150 women’s lodges operating in Ireland with a total of 6000 

members, of whom 3000 were in Belfast.  Under her tenure, the Association of Loyal 

Orangewoman of Ireland reached its peak membership of c. 8,500 in 1950, although the 

numbers had slowly declined to c. 7,000 by the end of her stewardship in 1968.  

A survey commissioned by the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland in 2013 shows that the 

Association of Loyal Orangewomen of Ireland had a membership of c. 2,500 across 106 lodges.  

In 2020 there are 90 lodges operating in Ireland. 

 

Opposition 

 

While the formation of the various Women’s Lodges and Associations was bolstered by strong 

support from influential members in the men’s lodges, it did not receive universal approval.  

Most notably in Canada, where Mary Cullum lobbied against the refusal of the Grand Orange 

Lodge of British America for recognition, and in Scotland, where the Association was 

eventually approved after much campaigning.  Brother Rice, Grand Secretary of the Grand 

Orange Lodge of Scotland, explained his reticence is a speech given in October 1908:  
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The Grand Lodge had decided in June that Ladies Orange Lodges were not to be, and 

the ladies had decided that they were to be…. He candidly admitted that some time ago 

when this matter was before Grand Lodge he was opposed to it … They had the 

experience of ladies lodges in Scotland about thirty years ago, and he was sorry to say 

that they were not then a credit to them, and that was the reason he was opposed to 

them.  But when he began to think that many of their male lodges thirty years ago were 

also not a credit to them and began to think that in time the male lodges had improved, 

he thought that perhaps the females had improved as well. 

 

Mr William McLean took to the letters page of the Belfast Weekly News on 30 June 1910 to 

express his discomfort at the presence of women in the Orange church parades: “I hold that the 

Orange Institution was never intended for women.  What our Order wants is young men.  By 

attending to their domestic duties women have enough to do without identifying themselves 

with the Orange Order.”  Moreover, he contended that, “there are a considerable number of 

Orangemen who will not demonstrate on 9th July in consequence of the feeling that the Orange 

regalia should not be worn publicly by women.” 

Mr McLean got his response, however, in a subsequent letters page where he was derided for 

his outmoded opinions, by both male and female members of the Institution. 

 
Herstories 
 

While the exhibition was developed to explain the history of women’s Orangeism, the spotlight 

was on the women themselves and we were able to tell the stories of some of the past members 

of the Association.   

Orangewomen are represented in many areas.  They have been authors and poets, artists, 

doctors, businesswomen, philanthropists, politicians, and sports women.  Their membership is 

taken from all walks of life, from the unknown working-class women who formed early lodges 

in England and Scotland, to the women of title such as Lady Randolph Churchill, mother of 

Winston Churchill, who hoped to use her influence in the early Home Rule debates. 

May Crommelin (WLOL No. 12) was of Huguenot descent and was born and lived at 

Carrowdore Castle in Co. Down.  She was a novelist and travel writer, having published her 

first novel, Queenie, at the age of 24.  Miss Crommelin travelled extensively, incorporating 

many of the places she visited into her books.  She published 42 novels as well as articles for 
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newspapers and magazines. One of the novels, Orange Lily, was set in Ulster and was about 

the Lily Keag, the daughter of the Master of a local Orange Lodge. 

Caroline Crommelin (WLOL No. 12) and her sister Florence Goring-Thomas were interior 

designers, a new profession at the time, and were reported as being “among the first lady 

shopkeepers, and boldly started with their own names above the door of ‘Art of Home’.” 

Orangewomen are often found leading from the front.  The first female member of Belfast City 

Council, in 1917, Julia McMordie was also the first female High Sherriff and one of the first 

two female members of the Stormont Government in 1921.  The first female MP from Northern 

Ireland elected to Westminster was also an Orangewoman. Patricia Ford was MP for Strangford 

from 1953-1955.  She was followed in 1955 by Patricia McLaughlin, who was elected MP for 

West Belfast, the first woman from Northern Ireland to win a contested seat. 

The world of politics is not the only arena where Orangewomen are pioneers.  Edith Sinclair 

Martin MSc., BD was not only the first woman to graduate with a Bachelor of Divinity from 

Queen’s University, Belfast, but the first woman to be ordained by the Presbyterian Church. 

 

Edith Sinclair Martin 
 

Edith had an interest in Unionist politics, giving talks and lectures about the same, and was a 

member of the Ulster Unionist Council.  In 1928 her lecture to the Ulster Unionist Summer 

School was on “Woman’s Place in Politics and Industry.”  In it she called for women to be 

“given every chance to be well trained in whatever occupation they might wish to follow,” and 

asserted that women should be “paid on the basis of work done and not on a sex basis.”   

Edith was a member of the Association of Loyal Orangewomen of Ireland.  She was Worshipful 

Mistress of both St Anne’s WLOL No. 37 in District 5, Belfast, and of Laurel Hill WLOL No. 

49 in County Armagh.  She was Worshipful District Mistress of District No. 1, Belfast, was 

elected Grand Secretary in 1923, and was Deputy Grand Mistress of Ireland in the 1930s. 

Edith returned to studies after completing her MSc, this time to study Theology and had the 

distinction of being the first woman to graduate with a Bachelor of Divinity from Queen’s 

University, Belfast.  Although her studies had meant that she was accepted as a student in the 

Presbytery of Newry, and later assisted at Sinclair Seamen’s Church in Belfast, she posed a 

problem for the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.  The Church had only recently, in 1927, 

permitted women to act as Elders, and there was ongoing debate about whether they should be 

allowed to become Ministers.  The meeting of the General Assembly in 1929 could not reach 

a decision on the matter but allowed Edith to continue her studies.  The Presbyterian Church in 
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Ireland continued to bar women from becoming ministers, and so Edith was licensed in 1930 

by the United Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland and ordained on 19 June 1931 to become 

the first woman to be ordained by any Presbyterian Church. 

Rev. Martin was moved in 1934 to the congregation of Balbeggie and Collace, where she 

ministered until 1938, when she retired from her charge.  During her time there she was 

Moderator of the Presbytery of Perth.  She returned to Northern Ireland, where she spent her 

time between her home at Harberton Park, Belfast, and Laurel Hill, Mountnorris.  She 

continued to lead services in Presbyterian churches across the country and took a strong interest 

in the Presbyterian Orphan Society.  She was also the honorary assistant librarian at the 

Presbyterian College in Belfast. 

Rev. Edith Sinclair Martin, MSc, BD died on 23 September 1948 at her home at Laurel Hill. 

 
Women and the Wars 
 

With the revival of the Association having taken place shortly before the outbreak of WWI, 

many Orangewomen were involved in the war effort.  From the appeal by Margaret Ewart for 

Orangewomen to provide socks, shirts, mufflers, etc for the men fighting, to the women who 

nursed wounded soldiers, at home and at the Front.  Below are examples of the contribution 

made by Orangewomen in the service of their country. 

 
Miss Ruby Kirkwood, Worshipful Mistress of WLOL No. 15 in Belfast, nursed at the Grange 
Street Military Hospital, Manchester, and was one of many women who left to nurse the 
wounded.  
 

Miss Frances Whitaker, Worshipful Mistress of WLOL No. 19, Belfast, was founder and 

Commandant of the West Belfast Nursing Corps, VAD during WWI.  She was also Secretary 

of the Belfast Branch of the Ulster Women’s Unionist Council, and head of the Soldiers and 

Sailors Help Society.  Her services to the welfare of the soldiers were recognised with the 

conferral of an OBE.  She died in June 1921, and the following year her lodge, the Whitaker 

Memorial WLOL No 19 erected a tablet in her memory in West Belfast Orange Hall. 

The Duchess of Abercorn, Deputy Mistress of WLOL No. 133, as President of the St John’s 

County Tyrone Association helped to establish the 50 bed UVF hospital at Pau in France and 
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was President of the Committee which oversaw it.  In addition, she organised events to raise 

funds for war work. 

Mrs Jeannie Ferguson of Edenderry House, Banbridge was Worshipful Mistress of the first 

Women’s Orange Lodge in Banbridge and President of the local Women’s Unionist 

Association branch.   She commanded a Nursing Company in the West Down UVF, and as 

Matron of the two UVF Hospitals in Gilford was awarded the Royal Red Cross Decoration “in 

recognition of her valuable services in connection with the war.” 

Jean Victor Bates, WLOL No. 70, WLOL No. 133, was involved in fundraising for various 

causes from the early days of the war.  Reports in the newspapers of 1914 and 1915 have her 

variously raising money for the Belgian Relief Fund; for the Ulster Women’s Unionist Council 

to supply a Motor Ambulance to the 36th (Ulster) Division; to endow beds for the UVF 

Hospital; and in aid of the French Wounded Emergency Fund.  She also drove an Ulster Motor 

Ambulance in Serbia and in 1919, was presented with two awards for the work she had carried 

out during the war: the Prince Regent of Serbia presented her with the Order of St. Sava “in 

recognition of her work on behalf of the Serbian Nation”; and the King of Belgium conferred 

the Queen Elizabeth Medal on her “in order to recognise the devotedness of which she has 

given proof in war work.” 

The Women’s Association also organised entertainment for wounded soldiers, sent gifts to 

those serving at the Front, and raised money for the war effort. 

Although the Association itself fought against the Partition of Ireland, one woman in particular 

got involved in a much more personal way, during the Irish War of Independence. 

Hazel West 

Hazel Valerie West was born on 12 May 1881 at the Shelbourne Hotel in Dublin, the daughter 

of Alfred Edward West and Florence (neé Levey) of Kilcroney, Delgany Co Wicklow. 

In July 1908 she married Lieut. Col. Herbert Curling Laverton of the Scottish Horse at St 

George’s, Hanover Square, London.  They lived for a time at Montrose in Scotland, where her 

husband was stationed, before taking Magheramena Castle, County Fermanagh in 1911.  They 

were divorced in 1921. 
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Hazel remained in Co Fermanagh and purchased a steamboat pleasure cruiser, the Lady of the 

Lake, which had operated on Lough Erne. She had the vessel converted to a houseboat, with 

diesel engine and propeller drive, and renamed it The Pandora. 

In 1922, sectarian trouble on the Border between Northern Ireland and the Irish Free State 

meant that Pettigo and Belleek were strategic targets.  Magherameena Castle, now the residence 

of Lorcán Ó Ciaráin, Roman Catholic priest and member of Sinn Féin, was well positioned, 

commanding the road and rail routes between Belleek and Pettigo.  Basil Brooke (later Prime 

Minister), with a flotilla of small boats towed by The Pandora, landed near Leggs townland 

and marched a contingent of the Special Constabulary to Magherameena, where Ó Ciaráin was 

removed at gunpoint, and the position was taken, although not without a fight. 

Over the next few days large forces of infantry and artillery were drafted in to hold the border 

towns against large scale attacks from the IRA and The Pandora was commandeered to help 

with the movement of the troops.  Belleek was recaptured by the British military on 8 June and 

this particular battle was over. 

The Northern Whig, 9 June 1922 reported that: 

The knowledge which Mrs Laverton has of the Lough, on which she has lived for some 
time, has been invaluable to the authorities, and she is still receiving congratulations 
upon the business-like way in which she transported some hundreds of soldiers from 
Boa Island to the mainland for one of the flanking movements which resulted in the 
capture of Pettigo on Sunday evening.  It was this move which was responsible for the 
taking of a number of IRA prisoners, who were fleeing from the frontier attack.  The 
cool and skilful way in which Mrs Laverton directed her vessel, towing the soldiers in 
small boats behind, towards the shore outside Pettigo has won the unstinted 
commendation of all who know the circumstances and difficulties under which the 
manoeuvrer was carried out….Her splendid behaviour while under heavy fire at the 
evacuation by Special Constabulary of Maghermeena Castle is now a matter of history. 

 

Describing the events afterwards she said , “I had to go out in a row-boat to fix the anchor, and 

the Sinn Feiners sniped at me.  I had a rifle and, naturally, I fired back.  I think I got some of 

them too.  We beat off the attack.” 

Hazel married Augustus William West, at St George Hanover Square, London in 1926.  He 

was a widower and father to two daughters. 

The couple lived in Fermanagh and then at Sion Mills, Co Tyrone, before they purchased 

Ardnamona House, Lough Eske, the former home of Lady Wilson, widow of Sir Henry Wilson, 

in 1937.  The house was renowned for its gardens and particularly for its rhododendra, and in 
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1952 Mrs West was thanked by the Queen for her gift of a rare species found only at 

Ardnamona. 

Hazel West was County Grand Mistress of County Fermanagh in the 1930s and is noted as 

having been first woman to speak at a Twelfth demonstration in the county in 1930, along with 

Mrs Hermon of Necarne Castle.  She was also Deputy Grand Mistress of Ireland. 

Hazel Valerie West died at Ardnamona House, Lough Eske, Co Donegal, on 2 September 1954 

aged 74. The following year The Pandora, the yacht with which Hazel had become so 

celebrated, was broken up. 

In 1958 the Sister Hazel West Memorial Orange Hall was opened at Mullens, Co Donegal.  

The Hall was built with a £2000 bequest left by Mrs West for the purpose.   A local lodge was 

also named in her memory, Sister Hazel West Memorial LOL No. 225. 

 

Maud Clarke 
The Irish linen industry was significant contributor to the local economy, and in 1937 a 

competition was launched to select a woman who would act as ambassador for the linen 

industry.  The Irish Linen Queen competition took the form of a pageant, and representatives 

from towns across Northern Ireland entered.  In the second year of the competition, Maud 

Clarke, of WLOL 157 was crowned Irish Linen Queen.  Maud was a linen worker who earned 

35s a week working in Broadway Damask Co. Ltd.  During her year as representative of the 

Irish Linen Industry, she attended national and international events, meeting dignitaries and 

industry representatives across the world.  Her activities were reported in the Portadown News, 

11 February 1939; “Received by civic heads in every city which she has visited, Miss Clarke 

has taken a lead in Ulster Linen propaganda.” 

 

Grand Mistresses of the Association of Loyal Orangewomen of Ireland. 

Over the years several charismatic individuals have been at the helm of the Association of the 

Loyal Orangewomen of Ireland.   

 

Hon. Helena E Saunderson 1887-1912 was the first Grand Mistress of the Association of 

Loyal Orangewomen in Ireland.  Having founded WLOL No 12 in London with the intention 

of extending the Women’s Order to Ireland, she was instrumental in establishing the 

Association in Ireland in 1887.  Mrs Saunderson was also Worshipful Mistress of Belturbet 

WLOL No. 1 in County Cavan.  This Association lapsed in the early 1900s. 
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Mary Johnstone 1912 – 1923 

 

Leah Garratt 1923 – 1934  

 

Margaret Drennan 1934 – 1968  

 

Elizabeth McCrum 1968 – 1993 was another member of the Bridgett family, and sister of 

Margaret Drennan.  She was a member of Mountjoy WLOL No. 171 and became a Justice of 

the Peace in 1964.  Mrs McCrum was Grand Secretary prior to her election as Grand Mistress. 

 

Doreen Williamson 1993 – 1998 was a member of Princess of Orange WLOL No. 172 and 

was elected Worshipful Mistress of the lodge in 1945.  Prior to her election as Grand Mistress 

she had served as Belfast County Grand Mistress, Deputy Grand Mistress of Ireland, Grand 

Treasurer and Grand Secretary of Ireland.  Sister Williamson remained a dedicated member 

until her death in 2007. 

 

Olive Whitten MBE 1998 – 2015 was Vice President of the Ulster Unionist party, UUP 

Councillor for Armagh District Council, and in June 1995 was awarded an MBE for political 

and public service.  Mrs Whitten was a member of Loughgall First WLOL No. 135 and was 

Grand Treasurer before becoming Grand Mistress in 1998. 

 

Joan Beggs 2015 – Present is the current Grand Mistress of the Ladies Association. Formerly 

an auxiliary nurse from Newmills, Co. Tyrone, Joan is a member of Daughters of Ruth WLOL 

No. 106.  Mrs Beggs was Grand Secretary before being elected Grand Mistress in December 

2015. 
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The ‘B’ Specials and the foundation of Northern Ireland 
By Dr Andrew Charles 

 
Between 1920 and 1922, the IRA murdered eighty-one members of the Police, which included 
forty-three ‘B’ Specials, the majority of which (thirty-four) were murdered in 1922 alone 
(Lynch, 2016; 67). The Specials were a target for the IRA because they were part-time, 
operating mainly outside daylight hours, and therefore easy targets when off-duty, as well as 
being a target of Republican anger and aggression reflected through Sinn Fein propaganda at 
the time.   
 
Before the summer of 1920, Ulster was largely peaceful in comparison to the then rest of 

Ireland where terrorism prevailed. The peace in Ulster was largely down to the commitment in 

1914 given by the London Government to exclude the North-East counties of Ireland from 

Home Rule. However, in June 1920, when Sinn Fein had gained the upper hand in the south of 

Ireland, their focus naturally turned to what was to become Northern Ireland, where the leader 

of Unionism, Sir Edward Carson proclaimed: ‘we in Ulster will tolerate no Sinn Fein – no Sinn 

Fein organisation, no Sinn Fein methods’ (Hezlet, 1972; 10). 

 

By June 1920 Sinn Fein outrages in Ulster occurred with attacks made on rural, isolated RIC 

Barracks. As a result, and like in the south, the RIC, controlled centrally from Dublin, 

abandoned rural Barracks and concentrated in larger ones, usually in built up areas, permitting 

the IRA to run rampant overnight. This posed a threat to isolated Protestants, who began to 

organise themselves for self-defence. County Fermanagh was prone to such attacks by Sinn 

Feiners. Under the leadership of Captain Sir Basil Brooke, an unofficial organisation was 

formed, all while he sought to lobby Dublin to create a Special Constabulary. The best Dublin 

offered was unarmed Constables, armed with a whistle and armband.   

 

In Lisbellaw in County Fermanagh on 8-9th June, a group of defenders prepared to protect the 

town from the IRA, due to the RIC having withdrawn from the area. Fifty IRA raiders were 

stopped in their tracks and an ensuing gun battle occurred, but they fled in two groups, one on 

the road to Enniskillen and another towards Tempo. The RIC and Army were alerted, but it 

was not until later in the day that they appeared, being more concerned with disarming the 

defenders. They were however dissuaded from doing so and pursued the IRA, who had long 

but left the scene.  
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In April, nonetheless, the IRA went into action attacking the RIC Barracks in the Bogside, 

Londonderry, with serious violence continuing into June. On 20th June five people were killed 

in Londonderry. It is estimated that some forty lives were lost during this period (Kennedy, 

1988; 43-44).  

 

July 1920 began peacefully, and the annual Twelfth of July celebrations passed off without 

incident, despite attempts by Sinn Fein to stir trouble with slogans painted on walls and 

Republican flag waving. Trouble began however with the murder of a RIC Divisional 

Commissioner based in Munster when he was in his County Club in Cork on 17th July. Colonel 

Gerald Smyth, aged 34 years of age, was a native of Banbridge, Co. Down, and a highly 

decorated Army Officer, seconded to his post in Munster. His murder, justified on the basis of 

a speech he gave to his Constables, as well as refusal of the driver and fireman of the train 

tasked with bringing his earthly remains home, prompted rioting in Banbridge, Dromore and 

Hillsborough (Kennedy, 1988; 45). His brother, George, suffered the same fate at the hands of 

IRA terrorists in October of the same year while trying to arrest IRA suspects Dan Breen and 

Seán Treacy at a house in Drumcondra. He is said to have returned to Ireland and worked in 

intelligence, with the objective of hunting down his brother’s killers, allegedly killing one of 

the six shooters. He was purportedly a member of the ‘Cairo’ group, most of whom were 

murdered on ‘Bloody Sunday’, 21st November 1920, on the orders of Michael Collins. Both 

George and Gerald are interred in Banbridge Cemetery.  

 

In August, tensions rose again, when RIC District Inspector, Oswald Swanzy, was murdered 

on 22nd August, on his way home from Church, in the centre of Lisburn. His murder was, 

purportedly, revenge for the murder of a Sinn Fein Mayor of Cork, Tomás Mac Curtain, and 

prompted reprisals resulting in one death (Kennedy, 1988; 46).  

 

The first half of 1921, prior to the Truce, witnessed the murder of innocent Protestants in the 

Cork area. One, a Protestant farmer, Thomas Bradfield, was murdered by the IRA near Bandon 

on 26th January. In June 1921 the horrific murder in Bawnboy, Co. Cavan of Dean John Finlay, 

a Church of Ireland Clergyman, made headlines in the News Letter. He was battered to death 

aged eighty-years old. Over the course of three months in 1921 forty Protestants were murdered 

by the IRA.  
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The murder of Protestants confirmed what Unionists already knew, that Sinn Fein’s strength 

was based on terror and intimidation, and that it was anti-British and anti-Protestant.  

The Whig editorial of 2nd May 1921, which coincided with the opening of the campaign for the 

first elections for the Northern Ireland Parliament, stated:  

The arch-coercionists in Ireland today are neither the Government, the Royal Irish 

Constabulary, the soldiers of the regular army, nor the Auxilliaries. They are the 

murderous ruffians of the so-called Irish Republican Army and the utterly unscrupulous 

men who direct their operations. (Quoted in Kennedy, 1988; 54) 

 

Sinn Fein were providing northern Unionists with more reasons to oppose Home Rule from 

Dublin. In a community that had seen suffering at the hands of mobs and terrorists throughout 

the centuries, and stories of the murder of innocent Protestants and their fight for survival being 

passed down from generation to generation, the actions of Sinn Fein or that specifically of the 

IRA, created a great sense of fear for Protestants should they be coerced into an all-Ireland 

political entity, which was the Sinn Fein objective.  Northern Protestants therefore welcomed 

the establishment of a Border and a Government that would offer them protection under the 

guard of the USC. 

 

The Ulster Special Constabulary (USC) came into formal existence in late October 1920, after 

much lobbying in Dublin and London. It was viewed by many within the British Government 

as risky. However, with IRA activity, and a huge drain on manpower in the twenty-six counties, 

London gave their approval for the formation of the USC. It was divided into three branches, 

‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’. The ‘A’ Specials were to be fulltime and to assist the collapsing RIC, the ‘B’ 

Specials utilised in times of emergency and ‘C’ Specials, mainly made up of older men, for 

times of extreme emergency. The ‘B’ Specials were put in the spotlight at the time, being 

subjected to Sinn Fein propaganda, which sought to link ‘B’ men to murders and class them as 

mere ‘vigilantes’.   

 

Towards the end of May 1922, the Irish newspapers were full of rumours of a large-scale attack 

on the western frontier of NI. Residents of Belleek and Pettigo had long been lobbying for more 

security in an area known as ‘the triangle’. At the end of May the forces of the Free State took 

control of the area, which was accessible from NI only by boat or by roads that went into the 

Free State. Basil Brooke’s men tried to defend the territory but were fired upon. The USC 

proved not to have the necessary military equipment to deal with the incursion of the Border. 
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It was not until early June 1922 that the invaders were driven from their position at the request 

of Winston Churchill, after lobbying by James Craig and Lord Londonderry, by the Army who 

were assisted by artillery fire (Follis, 1995; 102-105 & Hezlet, 1973; 79-82). This incident 

caused much anger in Northern Ireland and was deemed a breach of the settlement agreed by 

London and Dublin in 1921. The engagement between the Army and IRA was the second 

largest, after the Easter Rebellion, to have ever of occurred.  

 

The Ulster Special Constabulary played a vital role in the establishment and defence of 

Northern Ireland. This year marks the centenary year of their foundation and half-centenary 

year of their disbandment as a consequence of the ‘Hunt Report’ and arguably civil rights 

protestors. The work of the USC claimed more than 90 lives in their history, most of which 

occurred in the early years of their foundation. The USC were replaced by the Ulster Defence 

Regiment (UDR) on 1st April 1970, which, along with the recommendations, made for a locally 

raised military unit, under the command of the head of the Army in NI, which would play a 

support role alongside the RUC. 
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Celebrating Our First Century 

By Dr. Jonathan Mattison 

 

On 7 June 1921, Viscount Fitzalan, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, rose to swear in Prime Minister 

James Craig and his cabinet. The Honourable Hugh O’Neill was appointed Speaker, and the 

remaining members took the Oath of Allegiance. The new Northern Ireland Parliament was 

now in session. Two weeks later, crowds thronged the streets of Belfast to cheer King George 

V as he made his way to Belfast City Hall and the official inauguration of the first Northern 

Ireland Parliament. 

Northern Ireland had received its Royal Seal of Approval.  

 

Home Rule 

This new Parliament, and indeed the new Country of Northern Ireland, had been made possible 

by the Government of Ireland Act. Passed in December 1920, the Act was a final attempt to 

solve the so-called Irish Question, that had dominated British politics since the 1880s, and 

deliver Home Rule.  

Home Rule for Ireland may have been passed at Westminster in 1914, but the intervening years 

had witnessed a World convulsed by war. The flower of a generation had been sacrificed, and 

the political geography of both Europe and elsewhere changed forever. In Ireland, old enmities 

remained unresolved. During the War, Unionists and Nationalists had fought side by side, with 

the expectation that their valour would be rewarded. They would be rewarded with Partition.   

The creation of Northern Ireland was an eventuality many Unionists in Ulster had been 

planning for as early as 1912. They had created a Provisional Government,  an ‘army’, 

smuggled arms, mobilised public opinion, and prepared to make a bid for freedom. 

Nationalists, in the South, had done exactly the same. The Great War had prevented a clash in 

Ireland.   

At the conclusion of the war Lloyd George, Prime Minister but leader of a Liberal and 

Conservative Coalition, tried to bring closure to Home Rule. A new dimension was added – 

the possibility of partitioning Ireland and the creation of two Home Rule Parliaments, one for 

Belfast and one for Dublin. It was not ideal, but it would provide the diametrically opposed 

sides with at least some of what they each wanted. Violence erupted – in the form of the Anglo-

Irish War or War of Independence, in the south, and sectarian clashes between Protestants and 
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Roman Catholics in the north. It was a bitter tit for tat maelstrom that fed greater and greater 

disorder. 1920 was a terrible year. Nevertheless, the Government pressed ahead with the new 

political reality.  

On 23 December 1920, the Government of Ireland Act was finally passed and scheduled to 

come into force on 3 May 1921. it had the following proposals –  

• Ireland would be divided into two States, with Northern Ireland consisting of six 

counties of the province of Ulster.  

• Each state would have its own parliament with, like Westminster, an upper and a lower 

house. In this case there would be a House of Commons and a Senate.  

• Proportional Representation would be the model for elections.  

• Each parliament would have a government and a Prime Minister, with control over a 

variety of domestic legislation and policy. There were a number of reserved matters at 

Westminster – including taxation, defence and foreign trade.  

• Each state would still have elected representatives at Westminster.  

• A Viceroy would represent the Head of State in both areas.  

• A Council of Ireland was established to allow for the discussion of areas of mutual 

interest and, it was hoped, form a possible framework for eventual reunification. 
Naturally, unionists ignored his last aspect of the Bill.  

 

 

The initial popular excitement which greeted the creation of Northern Ireland masked a real 

concern that pervaded all levels of society. As we have seen, 1920 had witnessed considerable 

violence, especially along the proposed border region and in urban centres like Belfast. 

Incidents elsewhere would also shape the early years of the Country’s development.  

Events in the South and West had a profound effect. Two periods of conflict, the Anglo-Irish 

War (1919-21) and the Irish Civil War (1922-1923) threatened to spill over into Northern 

Ireland.  

To prevent instability in the Irish Free State area creeping north, the Government formed, 

firstly, the Ulster Special Constabulary (1920), and then the Royal Ulster Constabulary (1922). 

Additional security legislation was passed, including the Special Powers Act. Viewed from our 

current perspective this piece of legislation may appear draconian but against the backdrop of 

violence in the 1920s it was viewed as a grim necessity.  
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The 1920s saw mixed fortunes for Ulster’s traditional industries like shipbuilding and textile 

production. The economic boom years of the Great War were short lived. Matters were made 

worse by a trade war between the two new countries on the island. Nationalists and Republicans 

hoped pressure could brought to bear to ensure that the exclusion of the Six Counties would be 

a temporary one. Such hopes were dashed by the failure of the Boundary Commission, in 1925, 

to remove any significant territory from the new Northern State. Unionists were determined. 

Their endeavour, married to a remarkable political pragmatism, had rescued six counties from 

the clutches of an Irish Home Rule State. This they would not give up lightly! 

Survival would not just be a matter of security but building a strong economy. Traditional 

industries were important, but investment in Agriculture, a sector that employed 150,000 

people, became a priority. Part of these early economic difficulties were due to the economic 

settlement with Westminster having been negotiated during a period when the United kingdom 

was still experiencing a post war boom. This was short lived, and the new Northern Ireland 

government was soon faced with economic challenges as well as the threat of terrorist action. 

Moreover, the World was also still facing a global pandemic in the form of Spanish Flu!  

 

1930s Growing Pains 

As the 1930s dawned, the World was still in the grip of a major financial and economic crisis. 

The Great Depression, following the Wall Street Crash of 1929, had greatly impacted those 

countries still recovering from the Great War.  

 

Economic Problems 

For Northern Ireland, the prevailing economic climate had profound consequences. By 1932 

the unemployment rate was 28%. The twin pillars of shipbuilding and linen production began 

to contract. Between 1931 and May 1934 no ships were launched at Belfast’s Queen’s Island. 

Unemployment led to disquiet and then direct action. In 1932 there were Relief Riots in Belfast,  

desperate working-class families demanded action from the Government. In an era before a 

comprehensive Welfare State, Christian organisations, such as the Methodist Belfast Central 

Mission, did all they could to alleviate poverty and provide free meals. In 1935 matters were 

made worse by the closure of Workman, Clark and Company – the ‘wee yard’. Family run 

linen businesses began to close and the situation looked bleak. A lesser country may have 

buckled, but leadership was key. The Northern Ireland Cabinet was composed of captains of 
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industry, men who had built a reputation for success in the years before Partition, and they used 

their expertise to try and address the situation. 

It was a remarkable lesson in drive and vision and without such endeavour the country may 

well have failed. That is not to say that the government got everything right, but careful 

foundations paid dividends. Those in office were not mere placemen, they had expertise and 

they brought it to bear.    

It was not just manufacturing that suffered, all sectors of the economy experienced problems. 

Indeed, the economist John Maynard Keynes described the hardship facing our farming 

community as “almost unbearable.” In a country where agriculture provided considerable 

employment, despite its renowned industrial bases, this meant hardship for all.  

 

Leadership 

Northern Ireland’s leadership, the embodiment of generations of Ulster-Scots innovation and 

ingenuity, began to rebuild. A key figure was Basil Brooke, Minister for Agriculture. Brooke 

pioneered a drive for improvement and efficiency. The number of pigs on Northern Ireland 

farms trebled, and significant legislation, passed in the 1920s under the supervision of JM 

Andrews, began to make a real difference.  A Milk Products Act (1924), the Seed Potatoes Act 

(1925) and Egg promotion legislation, all boosted Agriculture in the 1930s.  

Strategic investment became crucial. Davidson’s Sirocco Works supplied 70% of the World’s 

tea machinery, Belfast Rope Works remained the largest in the World, and by the end of the 

decade a new airport had been built in the harbour area.  A strategic plan was put into action to 

address aspects of hardship. This may not have proved a universal success but at least actions 

was taking place.  

Physically, the political infrastructure of the new country was bedding in. Unionism’s former 

leader Sir Edward Carson attended the unveiling of a statue in his honour in 1932 which was 

followed, a few months later, with the formal opening of Parliament Buildings, Stormont, by 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. The young Prince also enjoyed sneaking out of 

Government House, Hillsborough, to have a go playing a Lambeg Drum in the town square. A 

further Royal Visit took place as part of King George VI’s Coronation tour in 1937.  

As the 1930s ended, Northern Ireland was firmly established as a devolved Country within the 

United Kingdom.  
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1940s Strategic Importance 

One event above all others dominated the 1940s – the Second World War. Indeed, it was 

General Sir James Steele, from Ballycarry, County Antrim, who signed the general 

mobilisation order in 1939, placing the armed forces on a war footing.  

“…the light which now shines…” 

Northern Ireland played a significant role in the conflict. Factories relocated from mainland 

Britain to avoid German bombing, and the Country became a crucial base for operations in the 

North Atlantic. In May 1943, Prime Minister Winston Churchill praised the support and 

courage of Northern Ireland and its people; “But for the Loyalty of Northern Ireland and its 

devotion to what has now become the cause of thirty Governments or Nations, we should have 

been confronted with slavery and death and the light which now shines so strongly throughout 

the World would have been quenched.”  

The harsh realities of war challenged the planning and preparation of the Northern Ireland 

administration. German air raids in 1941 not only laid bare the lack of defence planning, but 

also highlighted the extreme poverty that existed in parts of Belfast. It was a reality which the 

Government could not ignore. Wartime industry did benefit. The workforce in Short and 

Harland rose to 23,000 in order to meet the demand for aircraft production. Mackie’s and the 

Sirocco Works supplied ammunition, gun mounts, and radar equipment, while linen production 

increased for tents and parachutes. Hand grenades and tanks rolled off the production line in 

Carrickfergus and several small military airfields appeared across the country. The amount of 

land under cultivation expanded to help feed the nation and, from 1942, the Country became a 

major training ground for US troops. By 1943 and the beginning of 1944 parts of Northern 

Ireland resembled a glorified military base, as the Allied Forces used the landscape, composed 

of small hedge-lined roads and laneways as a suitable mock training ground ahead of D-Day 

and the battle from northern France. Stately homes housed Canadian and American troops, as 

did some Orange Halls. Even the Western Allies Supreme Commander, General Eisenhower, 

slept overnight in the World’s largest Orange Hall – Brownlow House.  

 

Brooke becomes Prime Minister 

In 1943 JM Andrews resigned and Basil Brooke became Prime Minister. He had been 

responsible for many of the changes and innovations within the Agricultural sector and would 

preside over further reforms. The 1947 Education Act created a new Primary and Secondary 

school system that would lay the foundations for the development of a prosperous and well-
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educated middle class in the 1960s. Another Orangeman, William Grant MP, Minister of 

Health and Local Government, began to address long-standing social and welfare issues. The 

new National Health Service (1948) was embraced, and measures were taken to address the 

continuing scourge of Tuberculosis. These crucial social reforms were part of the Northern 

Ireland’s Governments determination to adopt a step by step approach to keep pace with related 

social and welfare reforms enacted by Westminster.  

The war economy revived the fortunes of Harland and Wolff, so often the bell weather of 

economic activity in Ulster, and confidence grew.  

As the decade closed, and our nearest neighbours edged towards becoming a republic, the 

administration at Stormont took pride in how they had weathered the storm, confidently 

boasting that “Ulster is not for Sale.” 

 

The 1950s would see achievement, success, and recognition but also a country influenced by 

Global events.  

Peace, gained after the conclusion of the Second World War, was short lived. The ‘cold war’, 

still in its infancy, suddenly became very hot, as Russia and the United States took sides in the 

Korean War. This conflict on the Korean peninsula would see the deployment of an 

International Force, of which the Royal Ulster Rifles would play a distinguished part. As with 

other parts of the UK Northern Ireland would host its fair share of listening to wireless stations 

as part of the infrastructure that sprung up during the Cold War.  

At home, rationing of some items continued, but levels of disposable income were rising as the 

economy expanded. Harland and Wolff continued to win contracts, with 68 vessels being built, 

or on order, in 1951. Merchant fleets grew all over the World, and Belfast was at the centre of 

this new commercial endeavour. 

The benefits of earlier reforms were evident in a growing Agricultural sector. Farm sizes and 

incomes grew as mechanisation and modernisation saw production rates here outpace many 

other parts of the United Kingdom.  

 

Growing Confidence 

Rising living standards were reflected by an increase in household incomes. The result was 

more money being invested in a range of cultural pursuits. Lodges, Preceptories and Clubs 

commissioned new banners,  and bands bought new uniforms and instruments. It is at this point 
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that we see an increase in the number of accordion and Pipe Bands for which we are known 

the World over. Community activity increased and there was a renewed building spree of 

Orange Halls and other facilities. Confidence and self-belief were further boosted by the 

Coronation and subsequent visit of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953. As part of these celebrations, 

Garfield Matchett (21) and Daniel Crooks (53) entertained the Royal Party with the sights and 

sounds of the Lambeg Drum at Government House, Hillsborough. Our Country was awash 

with optimism and patriotic zeal.  

There were, however, dark clouds on the horizon.  

In 1956 the IRA launched a campaign to unsettle Northern Ireland, especially along the border. 

Although these acts of terrorism would petter out by 1962, it was an ominous sign of things to 

come. The RUC would be severely tested, especially with the removal of the USC in 1970. 

Their removal would be the first, but not the last, politically motivated decision that would 

characterise the changing nature of Northern Ireland society in the second half of the twentieth 

century.  

The 1950s also witnessed a further decline of one of our traditional industries – linen 

manufacturing. Changing World markets, and competition from other textile products, were 

finally reducing this once mighty pillar of the Ulster economy. Nevertheless, the Linen 

produced in Northern Ireland was still regarded as of high quality and the Government were 

determined to help the industry as much as possible. New marketing campaigns were launched, 

with the slogan for the Italian market catching the eye of many – Loving is Lovelier on Linen! 

I’m not sure such a slogan would pass the politically correct standards of today’s society! 

Ulster confidently entered the 1960s with Prime Minister Basil Brooke still at the helm. It 

would be a period of great change.  

Northern Ireland was now recognised the World over. Dame Pattie Menzies, wife of the 

Australian Prime Minister, arrived in Belfast to launch the SS Canberra, a new modern, ocean-

going cruise ship. Brooke’s congenial style of government made him a popular figure but some 

cracks in the administration were beginning to show.  

1962 marked the fiftieth anniversary of the signing of the Ulster Solemn League and Covenant. 

The 28 September 1912 had been a seminal moment in the history of Ulster, and the Covenant 

was regarded, by many, as the foundation document for the State of Northern Ireland. The 

Orange Institution was to the fore in organising the anniversary celebrations, much as they had 

been in the organisation and delivery of Covenant Day in 1912 and a massive rally was held at 

balmoral, where the display if pre Word War I UVF Standards added to the pageantry and 

spectacle, as Northern Ireland marked 50 years since the height of the Third Home Rule crisis.  
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A Change in Leadership 

The World was at a crossroads in the 1960s. It was a period of transition, with revolution in the 

air and political movements challenging accepted norms. Equality, and liberty of the individual, 

became the slogans for such change. In Northern Ireland, this would find form in two ways, 

the reformism of Captain Terence O’Neill, and the radicalism of the Northern Ireland Civil 

Rights Movement.  It was also time for a change in leadership. In May 1963, Basil Brooke 

resigned as Prime Minister, to be replaced by Captain Terence O’Neill.  

O’Neill was Northern Ireland’s fourth Prime Minister and, coincidently, the fourth Orangeman 

in this role. His impact was immediate, and transformational. In 1964 he stated that his 

Government’s aim was “…to make Northern Ireland economically stronger and 

prosperous…and to build bridges between the two traditions within our community.” As far as 

his first pledge was concerned, O’Neill invested heavily. A new motorway was constructed, 

roads were upgraded, and a Ministry of Development created. It was an ambitious programme, 

which also included the building of a new city, named for Northern Ireland’s first Prime 

Minister, Viscount Craigavon. This radical investment was required to assist the economy, as 

traditional mainstays such as shipbuilding and linen, declined. A raft of international 

companies, including Goodyear, British Enkalon and DuPont, opened sites and thousands of 

jobs were created. At the height of this success, manufacturing growth in Northern Ireland 

exceeded that of any other region in the United Kingdom. O’Neill’s vision was being borne 

out, but it was not appreciated by all! 

 

A Vision Rejected 

The pace of political reform was less hasty. O’Neill announced a reforming strategy, but this 

was not enough for many in the newly created Northern Ireland Civil Rights Movement. 

Unfortunately, as the decade closed, street protests morphed into violent confrontations as 

Northern Ireland began to slip into a dark period. There was a real danger that everything 

achieved since 1921, would be undermined.  

O’Neill’s political vision was opposed by Nationalists and viewed with suspicion by many 

Unionists. Exasperated, he resigned in May 1969, and was replaced by James Chichester-Clark, 

the fifth Orangeman to be Prime Minister of Northern Ireland.  
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The 1970s were a period of trial and tragedy for the country and its people. Shadowy 

organisations engaged in dark deeds but thousands serving in various branches of the 

security forces and civilian support organisations stood forward in defence of democracy.  

“Greater love hath no man than this, than a man lay down his life for his friends.” 

John Chapter 15 verse 13.  

 

As Northern Ireland entered the 1970s, no one could have predicted the trials and tragedies that 

lay ahead. The activism and radicalism of the Civil Rights period was eclipsed by militancy 

and terrorism. It was the beginning of a very dark chapter that would tear at the physical and 

mental resilience of our people. It would divide communities and destroy families. In varying 

degrees, the next fifty years would see repeats of the terrible acts that would scar the 1970s.  

Prime Minister Chichester-Clark inherited an almost impossible situation. Street protest had 

long gone. Violence now stalked the streets as paramilitary groups began to emerge, spawned 

by increased suspicion and distrust between the two main communities and political outlooks. 

Murder, mayhem, and misery abounded, as paramilitarism tried to take hold.  

 

Combatting the terrorist threat was desperately required but it became linked with 

political decision making.  

The deteriorating security situation shaped the political landscape and Westminster demanded 

further reforms be initiated. One casualty of this political process was the Ulster Special 

Constabulary. Formed in 1920, it had been a key aspect of our policing resource and helped 

prevent the anarchy of the Irish Civil War from engulfing the new Country. Recruited at a local 

level they knew the countryside but crucially for any counter terrorist organisation, they knew 

who to watch! Now the organisation was stood down. To fill the void a new home service army 

unit was formed, the Ulster Defence Regiment. Over the next fifty years the UDR, RUC, Prison 

Service and Army would stand selflessly between terrorism and the wider community. Those 

who served, in all these organisations, were the embodiment of determination in the cause of 

freedom. Many would pay the supreme sacrifice.  

Westminster’s refusal to return security powers to Stormont resulted in Chichester-Clark’s 

resignation. He was followed by County Down Orangeman, Brian Faulkner. As the decade 

wore on, the spiral of violence continued with names like McGurk’s Bar, Tullyvallen, 

Kingsmill and La Mon becoming terrible chapters in our history. Many of these crimes are 

unsolved, and justice remains outstanding. In 1972 the Northern Ireland Parliament was 

prorogued, and the Government fell. There followed intense discussions to form a devolved 
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administration, culminating in the Sunningdale Agreement of December 1973. The resulting 

power-sharing Executive fell within months due to Unionist opposition, brought down by a 

popular revolt.  

Despite these many difficulties, normal life continued. There were shards of light that 

penetrated the darkness, bringing joy to many hearts. Dana won the Eurovision Song Contest, 

and Mary Peters inspired young and old with her Gold Medal heroics at the Munich Olympics. 

There was a determination that the men of violence would not win.  

In the 1970s our people would bend, but not break! 

 

The period of our history known as ‘The Troubles’ continued into the 1980s. Hunger strikes, 

terrorist attacks, and sectarian murder, prompted new attempts to find a lasting political 
solution. However, it was not all doom and gloom. On three different occasions, Northern 

Ireland would make headlines around the World, for all the right reasons.  

As bloodshed continued, so the Government changed tack to find a solution. In a remarkable 

development, they extended an invitation to the Irish Government to become involved in 

discussions on the future of this part of the United Kingdom. The result was the Anglo-Irish 

Agreement of 1985. This Agreement was bitterly opposed by the Unionist majority in Northern 

Ireland and the fallout it created dominated politics for over a decade. It was a remarkable that 

a sovereign country would almost give up part of its national territory – especially against the 

wishes of the greater number of inhabitants.  

 

Sporting Success 

Resilience and success were the name of the game in the 1980s. Snooker and football had 

Northern Ireland on top of the World. In 1982 and 1985, Alex ‘Hurricane’ Higgins and Dennis 

Taylor won the Snooker World Championship. In 1982 and 1986 we qualified for the Finals 

of the FIFA World Cup. This time the names of Pat Jennings, Norman Whiteside, Gerry 

Armstrong, and Billy Hamilton would join those of Harry Gregg, Danny Blanchflower and 

Billy Bingham in the hall of fame of Northern Ireland football. These achievements brought a 

sense of pride to our people, not just to those watching the “pink next to the green” in black 

and white! Such sporting success allowed people around the World to see the positive side of 

Northern Ireland. 

Unfortunately, two tragedies unfolded that tested the resilience of the people of Northern 

Ireland. On Remembrance Sunday, 1987, the IRA detonated a bomb as members of the 
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community were gathering at the War Memorial in Enniskillen. Eleven people were murdered 

and 63 injured. It was a cruel and defining moment, clearly demonstrating the callous nature 

of terrorism. Twelve months later, on 8 January 1989, Flight BD092 took off from Heathrow 

Airport, on its way to Aldergrove. The plane quickly developed engine trouble and crashed 

near the town of Kegworth, while attempting an emergency landing. Forty-seven of those on 

board were killed. It was a grim tragedy that impacted many families across the community.  

 

1990s Anniversaries and Agreements 

The 1990s saw intense efforts to solve the political problems in Northern Ireland and lay  

foundations for a lasting settlement. Disputes about who should be involved in this new 

political initiative, and the extent of issues under discussion, remained.   

This decade witnessed two presidential visits, one from our closest neighbour, the Republic of 

Ireland, and one from the United States. These visits helped change the political atmosphere 

and put pressure on the men of terror to give up their campaign of violence.   

In 1990 the Orange Family celebrated the 300th anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne. This 

battle had been the centrepiece of the Glorious Revolution, a political and monarchical change 

that resulted in the beginnings of constitutional democracy. The year was filled with pageantry, 

celebration, and education. Unfortunately, the mid-1990s also witnessed an attack on the hard-

won freedoms that flowed from the Glorious Revolution. 

The issue of contested public space has haunted Irish politics for over 200 years. In the mid-

1990s this became a dominant feature of community relations. Just as Orangemen themselves 

had been the targets of violent republicanism in the 1970s and 1980s, so their parades, 

processions, and facilities, now became targets for deliberate attack. This also extended to the 

events and facilities of other Loyal Orders. Places like the Garvaghy Road in Portadown, the 

Ormeau Road in Belfast, and Dunloy, in County Antrim, became the focus of organised 

opposition to Loyal Order processions. Some of these flashpoint areas remain unresolved.  

 

Success and Change 

Away from politics, Northern Ireland was yet again excelling on the World Stage. In 1992 the 

Field Marshal Montgomery Pipe Band, won the first of many titles at the RSPBA World Pipe 

Band Championships in Glasgow.  It was a mighty achievement for a band formed after the 

Second World War in honour of Field Marshal Bernard Law Montgomery.  
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Sporting success once again highlighted the ability of people from Our Wee Country. On a wet 

October afternoon, in 1999, thousands of Ulster fans descended on Dublin to watch the Ulster 

Rugby team win the European Cup. The Red Hand proudly waved on high! 

Sporting and cultural success came on the back of a wave of optimism that had followed the 

signing of a political Agreement in 1998. Many hoped that this deal would herald a new 

political atmosphere and encourage paramilitary groups to disarm and disband. Such hopes 

were to be disappointed, and many contentious issues remain unresolved and have, in turn, 

created a legacy of mistrust in some circles.  

 

2000s Confidence and Creativity 

The birth of a new century was greeted with cautious optimism. The new political deal was in 

its infancy and there was hope that age-old difficulties and animosities were coming to an end. 

Having experienced false dawns before, a sense of realism still pervaded. During the next ten 

years, old issues would continue to divide, but they would have to compete for newspaper 

column inches with other aspects of life.  

The 1998 Agreement resulted in the creation of a devolved Government and Executive in 

Northern Ireland for the first time since 1974. David Trimble became First Minister, the 

seventh premier of our Country since 1921, and the seventh Orangeman to hold the reins of 

Government.  

Problems lay ahead. Agriculture, which has always been one of the central pillars of the 

Northern Ireland economy, was about to face a stern test. In 2001, that sector was rocked by 

an outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease. Almost immediately, overseas markets collapsed, and 

herds were lost. Even the border with our neighbour, the Republic of Ireland, which had eased 

towards normality with successive political deals, now witnessed the re-establishment of 

checkpoints – a hard border, if you like. It was a worrying time for many, especially those 

directly involved in agriculture.   

 

International Investment 

A reduction in violence allowed Northern Ireland to attract the cream of World Industry to 

invest in the local economy. Some of the leading names in finance, software development and 

trade were attracted by the highly-skilled and motivated labour pool located at the gateway to 



34 
 

the European Union. As it has been in the 1960s, Northern Ireland was now an attractive 

proposition for many international companies.  

 

The new century also marked the end of an era.  

In November 2001, the Royal Ulster Constabulary fell victim to the political expediency that 

surrounded the 1998 Agreement. A review of policing had been part of this agreement, and 

was headed by the former Governor of Hong Kong, Chris Patten. Despite widespread support 

for its retention, the RUC was replaced. This was a bitter blow to a Force that had sacrificed so 

much since its foundation. With the gradual early release of terrorist prisoners, many wondered 

why the RUC was being sacrificed? Just prior to their operational stand down, a final and fitting 

tribute was delivered by Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. The RUC was awarded the George 

Cross.  

The power-sharing administration, initiated by the 1998 Agreement, came to a shuddering halt 

in October 2002. Authorities discovered that the IRA had been operating a spy ring in 

Parliament Buildings. ‘Stormontgate’, as it became known, brought the Executive crashing 

down. It was clear that the men of violence would not so easily give up their old ways. Two 

years later, republicans carried out one of the largest bank robberies in British history, stealing 

£26.5 million from the Northern Bank in Belfast.   

 

But there were also nights to remember for all the right reasons.  

Sport was back in the headlines in September 2005. The mighty England football team arrived 

at ‘Fortress Windsor’. The men in green electrified the packed stadium and appeared to rattle 

the Premier League’s finest. Then, in the second half, David Healy unleashed ecstasy. That 1-

0 victory will live long in the memory! 

 

2010s Pride, Passion and Belief 

The 2010s saw the British Isles enter a decade of significant centennial anniversaries. One of 

the most important of these was the anniversary of the Ulster Solemn League and Covenant on 

28 September 1912. The Ulster Solemn League and Covenant is viewed as the foundation 

document of Northern Ireland. To mark 100 years since its original signing, the Grand Orange 

Lodge of Ireland organised a monster parade and celebration in Belfast. Over 50,000 people 
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took part, with an extraordinary procession snaking its way from Sandy Row to the Stormont 

estate.  

This period would also see important anniversary events to mark crucial campaigns of the Great 

War, such as the Battle of the Somme. This battle has a special significance for many families 

in Northern Ireland, as the 36th (Ulster) Division suffered horrendous casualties on 1 July 1916, 

the opening day of the Battle.  

 

Gold Standard 

Once again, it was sporting success that captured the imagination of our Country. In 2014 

Paralympian Kelly Gallagher won a Gold Medal in Alpine Skiing at the Sochi Winter 

Paralympics. Not only was Kelly the first Northern Ireland athlete to compete at a Winter 

Paralympics, but she was the first British Athlete to win a Winter Paralympic Gold Medal. Two 

years later, in the summer of 2016, the Green and White Army were on the move, as Northern 

Ireland qualified for the finals of the UEFA European Football Championship. For two weeks 

in June, over 25,000 fans roared the team into the last 16 of the competition. For months after 

the championship, the Red Hand banner and Northern Ireland football shirts were everywhere. 

We may be a small Country, but we are proud of the achievements of our sons and daughters.  

 

The Future’s Bright… 

Such achievements created a confidence that was keenly reflected within the Orange Family.  

In 2016 His Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales, honoured the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland 

when he visited the Museum of Orange Heritage here at Sloan’s House, Loughgall. During his 

visit, Prince Charles also made a point of spending time with relatives of Orange victims of the 

Troubles.  This visit capped a remarkable decade for the Orange Family which had seen the 

renovation of many of its Halls and premises, the building of sporting facilities, and a return of 

our promotional stand at the Royal Ulster Agricultural Society Show at Balmoral.  

 

Political Intrigue continued 

In January 2017, Sinn Fein withdrew from the Executive and the devolved administration 

collapsed. The initial argument developed over a flawed Renewable Energy Scheme, but 
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political tensions had been brewing for some time. It was just over three years before the 

Executive and devolved government were re-established, on 11 January 2020.  

 

2020s – A New Decade 

As Northern Ireland enters its second century, there is no getting away from the subject that 

has dominated our lives for the last 18 months, Covid-19.  

This virus has hung like a cloud over much of the World since the beginning of 2020. Many 

lives have been lost and communities affected. It has been a challenging time, but like the trials 

of the past fifty years, the people of Northern Ireland have responded with great courage and 

resilience. This crisis has allowed many in the community, especially those of us in the Orange 

family, to demonstrate our commitment as positive stakeholders in society. Finance has been 

raised, food parcels delivered, and essential materials contributed to care homes and the NHS.  

Like all previous periods of strife, this period has demonstrated the capacity for good and hope 

that lies at the heart of the greater number of people in Our Wee Country.  

As an Institution, and indeed a wider Orange family, we have been determined to ensure that 

the country comes through the COVID-19 pandemic. Bands, Lodges, and Orange related 

Community Groups have been at the forefront of endeavours to help our whole community 

make it through. As a significant gesture of community solidarity traditional celebrations and 

church services, including the Twelfth of July, were reimagined to ensure the safety of all. 

Instead of the centuries old processions, the Twelfth went online, as the airwaves and the web 

turned Orange for the usual fortnight celebrations.  Bands entertained the community on their 

own doorsteps and a riot of colour filled front room windows and gardens. Thankfully, a new 

normal is edging us back into the public world.  

This is just one aspect of positivity and confidence that the people of Northern Ireland can take 

on the eve of their second century. What lies ahead, only the Lord knows, but as a people we 

will embrace the challenges, revel in the achievements, create history, new traditions, and give 

birth to generations of heroes, heroines, and World changers.  

It is not a question of whether we are ready for the next century but if the next century is ready 

for us.  

Faugh A Ballagh! 
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The Foundation of Northern Ireland 

By Dr Andrew Charles 

Northern Ireland, ultimately, was brought into existence by the Government of Ireland Act, 

introduced into the House of Commons on 25th February 1920, receiving Royal Ascent on 23rd 

December 1920. It came into force on 3rd May 1921. The basis of the Act followed the work 

of the Long Committee established by Prime Minister Lloyd George on 7th October 1919. 

However Northern Ireland’s existence lay in a concerted campaign by Ulster Unionists to not 

have rule from Dublin imposed upon them. Exclusion, and the jurisdiction of ‘Northern 

Ireland’, or ‘Partition’, as Irish Nationalists prefer to call it, was therefore a compromise, albeit 

one that was not wholly acceptable to either Unionists or Nationalists because it left behind 

large segments of each respective group within the confines of the two new jurisdictions. 

The Government of Ireland Act provided for the establishment of two legislatures in Ireland, 

one in Belfast and a second in Dublin. The Belfast Parliament was to be responsible for the 

counties of Antrim, Armagh, Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry, and Tyrone, while the 

remaining twenty-six counties were to be governed by a Parliament based in Dublin. Sinn Fein 

however rejected the new arrangement (Follis, 1995; 1). Much debate within the Long 

Committee had taken place over whether Northern Ireland would include six or nine Ulster 

counties. It was argued that a nine county Northern Ireland would provide the basis of a strong 

opposition to the new Province, and a repeat of the last forty years, whereby the ‘Irish question’ 

would dominate English affairs as well as making the new Province ungovernable. In the end, 

Ulster Unionists opted for a six county Northern Ireland, and this was accepted by Lloyd 

George. The Ulster Unionist Council voted to support the new Bill on 10th March 1920 

(Fanning, 2013; Chapter 9). 

 

The foundation of Northern Ireland and division of Ireland into two separate political entities 

followed more than forty-years of the question of Home Rule for Ireland, culminating in Ulster 

Crisis, 1912-14. The London Government had long conspired with Irish Nationalists, who the 

Liberal Party were dependent on for votes in the House of Commons, to have the island of 

Ireland cut adrift from the rest of the United Kingdom, with a separate Parliament in Dublin. 

Unionist opposition grew from the first Home Rule Bill in 1886 to the Third Home Rule Bill, 

introduced in 1912. The division of the island into two jurisdictions was first mooted in an 

amendment to the Third Home Rule Bill, which proposed excluding four counties of Ulster 
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(Down, Antrim, Londonderry, and Armagh) from Home Rule. This was supported by Edward 

Carson and the Ulster Unionists, the intention being, and primarily that of Carson, a tactical 

one, whereby threats to exclude parts of Ireland from Home Rule would be immediately 

dismissed by John Redmond, the leader of Nationalism in Ireland, who would prefer ‘all or 

nothing’. Consequently, Redmond dismissed Unionist threats of violence, seen in the arming 

of the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) in 1914, as mere bluff. Exclusion, at the time, however, 

was being accepted, privately, by members of the Cabinet as a means of a compromise. Ulster 

Unionists were reminded of the intention to form a Provisional Government within those areas 

where they could garnish support, namely the most North-Eastern counties. The Parliamentary 

Party also bore in mind that while exclusion would leave unionists behind, within the southern 

jurisdiction, more influence could be brought to bear if Unionists had a degree of control in 

Belfast, than within the same jurisdiction i.e., Home Rule for the entire island. 

 

The onslaught of the Great War put Home Rule on the long finger, but in 1917 a Convention 

was established to discuss the thorny issue of Home Rule and exclusion of four, six or nine 

Ulster counties was mooted once again. The Long Committee was established in the wake of 

a rise in violent Republicanism and election of Sinn Fein MPs, who in January 1919 established 

a Provisional Government. This coincided with the beginning of a violent terrorist campaign, 

primarily in southern Ireland. Unlike the Irish Parliamentary Party (IPP), led by John Redmond 

and Charles Stewart Parnell before him, Sinn Fein opposed even temporary exclusion and 

criticised the IPP for even contemplating such an idea. De Valera, who escaped the firing squad 

in 1916, believed that Ulster Unionists should be coerced into an all-Ireland Republic. De 

Valera believed that Ulster Unionism was a conspiracy, being stirred up by London. This was 

despite the Ulster Unionist alliance taking 26 parliamentary seats within the Province in 1918.  

Edward Carson, the Leader of Unionism, first signatory of the Ulster Solemn League and 

Covenant signed on Ulster Day, 28th September 1912, had led Unionism gallantly for nearly 

ten years. On the formation of Northern Ireland, he declined the offer to become its first Prime 

Minister, due to age and ill-health, with it instead falling to his second-in-command, James 

Craig, who was formally named as the Leader of Ulster Unionism by the Ulster Unionist 

Council on 4th February 1921. Carson was privately disappointed in the arrangement, which 

had witnessed the division of Ireland, something which he had spent his prime years arguing 

against. For him, the exclusion of Ulster was always a tactic. 
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The Prime Minister in waiting, James Craig, was somewhat more buoyant in mood, as in a 

speech at a lunch in Belfast at the Reform Club in February 1921 he said that “We must hope 

not only for a brilliant prospect for Ulster, but a brilliant future for Ireland.” (Quoted in 

Kennedy, 1988; 59) Craig, like Carson, wanted Home Rule to work, on both sides of the 

prospective new border. 

The case for a Home Rule Parliament for Northern Ireland was outlined by Charles Craig MP, 

brother of James, in Parliament: 

We see our safety, therefore, in having a Parliament of our own, for we believe that 
once a Parliament is set up and working well … we should fear no one, and we feel that 
we would then be in a position of absolute security. (Quoted in Kennedy, 1988; 58) 

 

Years of mistrust of London, despite Craig and Carson having held office within the 

Government during the War years, was significant in Ulster Unionism. It was felt that while 

home rule for Ulster was not perfect, Ulster Unionists, for the first time, had total control of 

their own destiny. Their opting for home rule in Ulster seemed somewhat ironic, given that 

they had argued for years against home rule for Ireland. However, after three separate Home 

Rule Bill’s proposed by a Liberal Government, propped up by the Irish Parliamentary Party, 

who were now a shadow of themselves, having been overtaken by Sinn Fein, the political 

situation had changed. Sinn Fein opposed partition, and their refusal to take their seats in the 

House of Commons, never mind ignorance of British rule in Ireland, presented an angrier 

Nationalism, one which was not to be tame like that offered by Redmond and Parnell before 

him. Sinn Fein would not settle for anything less than a 32-county sovereign Republic, as 

espoused in the 1916 declaration. Their position was to shift nonetheless come 1921, under the 

terms of the Anglo-Irish Treaty, but for the time being, in 1920, they were literally at war with 

Britain.   

 

Sinn Fein were intent on causing the Administration trouble, responsible for a series of callous 

murders of senior British figures, including an attempted assassination of French, the Lord 

Lieutenant of Ireland, in December 1919. French admitted that ‘we are up against a powerful 

conspiracy – something more than the “scallywags” we thought.’ (Fanning, 2013; 4284-4285).  

Local elections in January and June of 1920, months during which the Government of Ireland 

Bill was introduced into the House of Commons, proved bad for Unionists, when both 

Fermanagh and Tyrone County Councils fell into Nationalist hands, in addition to 

Londonderry, Northern Ireland’s second city. A number, but not all, councils declared 



40 
 

allegiance to the Dublin Provisional Government. This weakened the Unionist case for a Home 

Rule Parliament in Belfast (Kennedy, 1988; 48).  

 

The 1920 Act became law on 23rd December, yet over the course of the preceding months, 

Craig and Unionist Leaders had been busily preparing for self-government, including the 

appointment of the de facto Head of the Civil Service for the new Province.  

That figure was called Ernest Clark. Clark’s appointment in September 1920 as an additional 

Assistant Under-Secretary of Ireland based in Belfast with administrative responsibility for the 

area which was to form Northern Ireland was very much at the insistence of Ulster Unionist 

MPs, especially James Craig. They viewed the Assistant Under-Secretary’s role as preparing 

for devolution. Nationalists regarded his role as laying the foundations of partition. 

 

Initially Ulster Unionists were not overly happy with the appointment because of Clark’s 

perceived lack of autonomy from Dublin Castle (on account of its perceived nationalist bias). 

Nevertheless, senior Unionists went to great lengths to be of assistance and as a result 

developed a good working relationship with him. 

 

One of his first tasks was the creation of the Ulster Special Constabulary. He recognised the 

urgent necessity of creating an armed force of special constables to deal with the rapidly 

deteriorating situation and to restore law and order.  Using powers available to him under the 

Special Constables Act (1832) he set about his task.  Within five weeks of his appointment, he 

published details of the USC and oversaw its recruitment.  

 

Between the disbandment of the RIC (31 May 1922) and the RUC becoming operationally 

effective, the USC was the Northern Ireland state’s main counter-insurgency force. The failure 

of the IRA’s terrorist campaign to strangle the new state at birth was attributable to the USC. 

By 7 February 1921 Clark forwarded Craig a detailed scheme for the organization of ministries, 

with an accompanying staff chart for the proposed government and administration. He 

originally proposed five departments: Finance, Education, Agriculture & Public Works, Health 

& Local Government, and Commerce & Labour. The final (and slightly different) 

configuration was only agreed on 25 May 1921. 

Preparations for the holding of the first elections to the Northern Ireland Parliament, the first 

parliamentary election in the UK to use the Single Transferable Vote system of Proportional 
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Representation, also claimed his attention.  He drew heavily on the experience of the Irish local 

government elections of 1920 which used the same system. 

 

As Bryan Follis has observed: ‘Quite simply, without his efforts the election to the first 

Parliament of Northern Ireland could not have been held when it was, nor could the 

Government of Northern Ireland been formed or assume office when it did.’ 

As a result of Clark’s efforts Northern Ireland enjoyed ‘a basic continuity in the administration 

of its services’ which ensured there was no breakdown in the machinery of government. It is 

surely virtually impossible to exaggerate the importance of this. 

Follis also credits Clark with grafting ‘the principles of political impartiality and administrative 

professionalism’ on to the new Civil Service and regards this as ‘perhaps his greatest 

achievement’. 

 

Patrick Buckland offers a retort to the often-repeated allegations of anti-Roman Catholic 

discrimination. It was certainly not ‘[the Unionist] government’s original intention to have an 

overwhelmingly Protestant governmental service. When planning the structure of the civil 

service … Clark had raised with Craig the question of reserving a proportion of posts for 

Catholics, but there is no record of a quota being decided upon. There was, however, a hope 

that all creeds would join the government service.’ 

In November 1921, with the formal transfer of services, Clark became permanent secretary of 

the Ministry of Finance and head of the Civil Service of Northern Ireland, a position he retained 

until 1925. 

 

Parliamentary democracy was ensured with elections to the new Parliament held on 24th May 

1921, at which James Craig called on people for ‘the union jack sweep the polls.’ That it did, 

with the Ulster Unionists winning forty of the fifty-two seats. Simultaneously, an election in 

the south was held, with Sinn Fein talking all but four Trinity College seats, but boycotted the 

devolved Parliament. At the state opening of the NI Parliament, held in Belfast City Hall, on 

22nd June, King George V made his plea for peace. Less than one month later a Truce was 

agreed between London and the Sinn Feiners (Trimble, 1991; 24-25). The Truce, however, was 

not to provide peace for Ulster, in fact, it was quite the opposite as Sinn Fein sought to 

destabilise NI, which had just been brought into existence.  
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Unionism and the Orange Order in Bandon 
By Kieran Doyle 

 

In 1801, Ireland entered a political union with the United Kingdom, and heralded the end of 

what was known as ‘Grattan’s Parliament’ that stood as an independent legislature in Dublin. 

Within that union are the loyalists of Ireland. Not for the first time, their union was threatened. 

A century before Ghandi’s mass peaceful movement helped gain India independence from the 

British Empire, Daniel O’Connell’s peaceful monster meetings, tried but failed to break the 

Union. There would be no repel. World War One reshaped the boundaries of Europe but the 

border between north and south did not move an inch. Politically, Michael Collins hoped the 

Boundary Commission, that was part of the Lloyd George’s treaty agreement, would reshape 

Ulster to reflect the religious typography. He was wrong. Even the vague promises of Churchill 

to ‘return’ Ulster to the Free State if Eire participated in World War Two, bluff or genuine, 

failed to materialise. De Valera resisted and Ireland did not enter the stage in the theatre of war. 

Unionists in Northern Ireland have for centuries, faced a political and cultural Armageddon 

and somehow despite the cataclysmic events, have survived. But what of unionism in the 

south? They were not so lucky. Unionists in the twenty-six counties, specifically outside 

Dublin, did not have the collective numbers of their brethren in the north. Bandon however 

was a unique exception; in that it was the hotbed of Unionism and Orangeism in southern 

Ireland. This article will look at the development of Unionism in Bandon until its demise in the 

early part of the 20th century. 

 

‘No surrender’ was a defiant catchphrase that was associated with Ian Paisley, but it was a 

phrase that actually owes its origins to Bandon. Orangeism was born out of the embers of the 

conflict that pitted the Catholic King James against the Protestant and Dutch William of 

Orange, in a power struggle for supremacy for the English throne. A war between the 

competing factions in England spilled over to Ireland and found fertile ground in the religious 

animosity that existed between the peoples of Ireland. Bandon’s first loyalty was ironically not 

to king and country, i.e. King James, but to their religion. They chose a monarch who shared 

their faith – William of Orange. So, when the Jacobite Royalist garrison defeated the rebel 

‘Bandonians’ supporting King William, General Justin McCarty demanded the rebel leaders to 
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be handed over for execution. The Bandonians refused and the term no surrender, echoed from 

their voices, bringing into existence the catchphrase that was popularised in the troubles.1 Their 

punishment? The great walls of Bandon built by Richard Boyle, were torn down in 1689.2 

Some of the defeated Bandonians in fact travelled north to join a battalion under General 

Schomberg who was supporting William of Orange.  

 

Perhaps with that connection to William of Orange it is unsurprising that Bandon was one of 

the first places in Ireland to embrace the Orange Order, a society that commemorates the King 

William’s victory at the Battle of the Boyne on July 1st 1690. The oath that any member must 

undertake in order to join states, ‘We…associate in honour of memory of King William, Prince 

of Orange, whose name we bear as supporters of his glorious memory and true religion…we 

will annually celebrate the victory over James at the battle of the Boyne on the 1st day of every 

July, which shall be our grand day forever’.3 Though Protestant numbers never came close to 

be the dominant figure in Ireland, a significant amount of Protestants resided in Bandon. By 

1766 they amounted to 3,520 against 4,422 Papists.4 Thus its hardly unsurprising that a town 

with such a large population of Protestants, would have a large number of lodges. But what is 

surprising, according to the 1834 register of Warrants of the Grand Lodge, is that Cork the third 

largest city at that time, had six orange lodges, yet amazingly the town of Bandon had seven 

lodges!5 What helped swell the number of Orangemen in Bandon, was that it attracted large 

numbers of Protestant tenant farmers, as well as lower middle class Protestants and not just the 

businessmen and aristocratic elite that were dominant in other lodges across the country.6 

 

Of course, in areas of contested identities, symbolism becomes significantly more important. 

Orange lodges in Bandon were for the unionist and Protestant community, a way of 

communicating their loyalty in a world where the fear of the Gael was always lurking in the 

shadows. As early as 1800, a year before the Act of Union there are reports of clashes in Cork 

City in the papers. The Hibernian Chronicle reports how Orangemen, ‘spread terror and difmay 

 
1 G. Bennett, The History of Bandon and the Principal Towns of West Riding (Cork: Guys, 1869), p. 15 
2 J. Childs, The Williamite Wars in Ireland, 1688-91 (Hambledon Continuum, 2007), p. 140 
3 James Kelly, ‘The Glorious and immortal Memory’: Commemoration and Protestant Identity in Ireland 1660-
1800, Royal Irish Academy 94C, No 2 (1994) 
4 Churchtown Representatives Church Body Library, Dublin, reference no.1446, Bundle 82, Summary Census of 
Cork and Rosse 1764-66 
5 Register of Warrants 1834 of the Grand Order Lodges of Ireland, housed in the Orange Order Archives in 
Belfast. The following are recorded lodges in Bandon. 655. 658, 798, 1002,1063,1649. 
6 I D’Alton, Southern Irish Unionism, A study of Cork Unionists 1884-1914 (1973), p. 15 
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through every avenue of the city [sic]’ including the assault of a young woman for, ‘appearing 

in the streets with a green ribband round her cap [sic]’.7 In sharp contrast, the following year, 

orange celebrations of July are reported as peaceful. Neighbouring Clonakilty had some 

trouble, but ‘to the honour of Bandon, nothing familiar was seen that day’.8  

 

With the emergence of strong Catholic voice at the beginning of the nineteenth century and 

O’Connell’s push for Catholic emancipation, religious issues were coming to the fore once 

again, and with it, increased animosity. This was highlighted strongly in Bandon. By 1821, 

members of three of Bandon’s Orange lodges marched in procession in the town carrying 

banners, sporting lilies, orange sashes and collars clashed with a sizeable Catholic mob of 250 

who threw stones and missiles at them as they approached. Events took a nasty and fatal turn, 

when some Orangemen carrying muskets fired into the crowd, injuring a number, and shooting 

dead two of the Catholic crowd.9 When the men accused of the killings were acquitted, it only 

served to add another layer of acrimony in the town. 

 

In an attempt for the British authorities to gain control of this dangerous powder keg of 

associations both nationalist or loyalist, Westminster passed the ‘Unlawful Oaths Act’ in 1823, 

which banned all oath based societies in Ireland, including the Orange Order. The newspapers 

of the time, capture a more muted celebration in the following years around the Cork City, yet 

Bandon now so much associated as a strong loyalist town, refused to bend on knee. The Cork 

Constitution of 1825 noted, ‘That the battle of the Boyne is always commemorated in this town, 

retrospective of the dangers’.10 Reports like these did much to cement Bandon’s reputation as 

‘Orange Bandon’. Yet the Act did dampen the more aggressive elements that had befallen the 

town at the turn of the century.  

 

Kathleen Keyes- McDonnell, a nationalist, highlighted the strong Orange element in Bandon 

throughout the 1830’s, calling them ‘notorious bigots’ and ‘parading an effigy of King Billy 

on his white horse’.11 This heightened activity is backed up with letters, in The Cork 

Constitution, declaring their right (loyalists), ‘to battle in defence of our religious liberties’. A 

 
7 “The Hibernian Chronicle”, 10th July, 1800. 
8 Ibid, 14th July, 1801. 
9 Bennett, the History of Bandon and the Principal Towns of West Cork Riding, 535-536 
10 “The Cork Constitution”,7th July, 1825. 
11 K.K McDoonell, There is a bridge at Bandon: A Personal Account of the Irish War of Independence (Mercier 
Press, 1972), p. 2. 
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report in July 1834, indeed illustrates the extremely healthy state of Orangeism in Bandon. The 

paper records the words of one Bandonians, Richard Williamson stating, ‘this the 37th occasion 

I have celebrated with the orange society…and I do assure you that my heart beats warmly now 

seeing so large a family of Brother Orangemen around me as ever in the good times of George 

the Third  when Orangemen were respected and was the fashion of the time’.12 Despite this 

vigorous declaration, their activities were no doubt curtailed as the main events of the day 

amounted to putting a portrait of King Billy on an oak tree and hoisting a Union Jack on the 

entrance of the town, but ultimately they were confined to their lodge houses, in keeping with 

the laws of the time. Inside the lodges we are told it was mainly a celebrating with songs such 

as ‘Bandon the Derry of the south’, toasts to our noble selves and to our motto ‘No surrender’.13 

 

Much like many newspapers of today, the papers in the 1830’s and 40’s were no less political 

in their leanings. Despite the scene depicted by The Cork Constitution, of innocent men going 

about their business peacefully, the nationalist The Cork Examiner paints an altogether 

different view. One which portrays the Orangemen as belligerent and defiant. It claims that 

‘since the first of July this month, the orange flag has flown from the church steeple in Bandon 

and the first of July is ushered in there, by firing shots and other demonstrations of insulting 

character’.14 While it may be impossible to decipher what is true and what is not, the very fact 

both papers comment on events, certainly shows that Bandon is amassing attention and 

certainly continues to be a town that continues embracing its traditions. What are emblems of 

loyalty and heritage to one group are deemed as emblems of hatred and ferocity to others – a 

theme so sadly played out in the troubles of the late twentieth century in Northern Ireland. So, 

in response to the report by The Cork Examiner, a man describing himself as a ‘Bandon Boy’ 

sent an explosive cracker to the offices of that paper.  While the cracker did no harm, his words 

in an accompanying letter were far more explosive, declaring ‘sir…for your late virulent 

expression respecting the celebrations of this glorious of the Boyne in this ultra-town, I take 

the liberty of inflicting a signal punishment what I am sure will be more inimical to your 

feelings than the injurious to your fingers, that you, yes you the editor of the Examiner, in 

propria persona, shall discharge the enclosed shot in memory of the Glorious Revolution of 

1688, Aughrim, Derry and the Boyne to wit’.15 

 
12 “The Cork Constitution’ 8th July, 1834. 
13 Ibid. 
14 “The Cork Examiner” 5th July, 1843. 
15 Ibid. 15th July, 1844. 
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The British authorities, forever scarred by the 1798 rebellion, kept a cautious eye on Ireland in 

the decades after. With the growth of movements on all sides of the spectrum in Ireland, the 

British introduced the ‘Party Procession Act’ in 1836 in an attempt to curb the expansion of 

groups that could reignite conflict in Ireland. The Act had to be re-introduced in 1850 when 

renewed sectarian violence in Down, caused the death of fifty nationalists and further more in 

186016, a ‘Party Emblems Act’ was brought in which prohibited the display of party emblems 

from all sides of the popular divide in Ireland.  Bandon, so rich in Orange Lodges, boasting 

seven in 1834, had but a single one left by 1891. Preserved in the Orange Order archives in 

Belfast remain some of the minutes of this lodge, referred to as Lodge 798.17 It gives the reader 

a fascinating insight into the dying days of the Orange Order and Protestant domination in 

Bandon. One entry records the flight of Richard Leonards to the new world in Canada in 1883.  

He said, ‘While thankful of the brethren for their kind manner in which they spoke of him as a 

member, but he was going to a land where he wouldn’t be afraid to show his true colour’. 

Further entries reveal a desperate attempt to keep its membership up by passing a motion which 

allowed ‘any person from the town of its surrounding area, knowing to be a true Protestant be 

admitted to this lodge, without providing a birth cert’.18 

 

While it is important to stress that not all Protestants were Orangemen in Bandon, all 

Orangemen were Protestant. Demographically, their numbers were dropping, compared to the 

ever growing Catholic population. In 1881, there were 1275, Protestant [including 

Presbyterians and Methodists] compared with 2,698 Catholics in Bandon town. By 1911, the 

Catholic population remained steady at 2,559, whereas the Protestant population had fallen 

drastically to 644.19 The Protestant political class has lost its grip on power with the widening 

of the enfranchisement in Ireland, with the introduction of the Representative of the Peoples 

Act in 1884 and the Redistribution Act of 1885. Local town commissions all over the country 

were now falling into the hands of nationalists. When the Bandon town council was 

unanimously filled with victorious nationalist commissioners in 1885, Canon McSwiney, a 

nationalist and Catholic priest, was vitriolic in declaring that ‘His fore-fathers lived there 

[Bandon] for the past eighty years…they were shut outside its walls…for now Bandon was 

 
16  M. Hume, Beyond the Banner: The story of the Orange Order, (Down 2009), p. 35.  
17 Register of Warrants 1891, of the Grand Order Lodges of Ireland, housed in the Orange Archives in 
Schomberg House,  Belfast. 
18 “Bandon Orange Lodge 798 Minutes”, July 7th, 1880. 
19 These figures have been compiled from census general reports of religious professions and education, 1881 
and 1911. 
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theirs’.20 The Local Government Act of 1898 was the final nail in the coffin, giving 

householders and those occupying a house, the right to vote alongside property owners, and 

the newly formed county councils were also to be dominated by Catholics and nationalists. The 

embers were occasionally stoked by both sides over the following years, such a group of forty 

strong Protestant schoolboys singing songs ‘interspersed with insulting references’, such as ‘to 

hell to the Pope’ we will go knee deep in papal blood’ and ‘remember the Boyne’.21 Despite 

these schoolboy’s taunts, nothing came from it saved perhaps some anguished egos. 

Perhaps Lodge 798, stood alone as an island where many Protestants could still celebrate their 

heritage and history.  The minutes also show the phrase ‘No surrender’ being scribbled at the 

end of official lodge minutes, as well as records of songs they sung in defiance. By 1906, 

Bandon was referred to as ‘practically a nationalist stronghold’ at a County Grand Lodge 

meeting in Cork but the last remaining reference to Lodge 798, is in a Belfast newspaper that 

came with a resolution stating: ‘that we the electors of Bandon and district are of the opinion, 

that the present Home Rule Bill if passed before parliament, would lead to friction between the 

imperial parliament and the Irish Government and appeal to his majesty to appeal it.’ 22 Typical 

of the rest of the country, the majority of Irish people responded positively to Redmond’s call 

to arms and many others were carried on a wave of propaganda to support the war effort, from 

both the nationalist and loyalist communities. The last remaining Orange Lodge ‘stood down’ 

in the context of a unified front against the looming menace of the German empire and with 

that, the Orange Order in Bandon disappeared forever.23 Yet echoes of their tradition would 

sometimes remerge in more unsavoury circumstances. Richard John Godsil from Scarnamore 

Bandon, claimed from 1921-23, had livestock and money stolen from the local IRA and was 

 
20 “The Skibbereen Eagle”, 4th July, 1885. 
21 “The Southern Star’, December 28th, 1912. 
22  Dougan, Q, Southern Derry: Orangism in County Cork (UK) p. 21-22 
23 Connolly, P. Bandon 400 years of History, (Cork 2004), p. 185.  
24 Kieran Doyle, Behind the Wall: The Rise and Fall of Protestant Power and Culture in Bandon, (Cork, 2016), p 
181 
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threatened by them that, ‘he would be hunted out of the country and all the other Orange dogs 

with me’. 24i 

 

The only thing that remains now, is the former building of Lodge of 798 on Castle road, some 

of their minutes housed in Belfast and the old Bandon town crest with the Latin words 

emblazoned across the famous Bandon Bridge, ‘Ne Cede’ – No surrender 

 

 

 

 

 
 


